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Dangerous Conditions 


Activists say Congress has targeted sex workers and curbed their rights while putting them at an increased risk of trafficking and violence. 





By Veronica Irwin 


When Trixie Mehreban scrolls 
through her Facebook feed, it is not un- 
common for her to see the dead or miss- 
ing faces of women she used to know. 

Sex workers face an increased risk 
of trafficking, abuse, and criminal- 
ization since the passage of FOSTA/ 
SESTA, a congressional package signed 
into law in April 2018. 

The two Senate and House bills — 
the Allow States and Victims to Fight 
Online Sex Trafficking Act (FOSTA) 
and the Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers 
Act (SESTA) — make web providers 
liable for users who knowingly assist, 
facilitate, or support sex trafficking. 

However, the definition of what 
constitutes “support” of sex trafficking 
is unclear, leading online platforms 
where sex workers advertise to close 
for fear of federal prosecution. 

A number of activist groups and 
licensed massage therapist Eric Koszyk 
filed a lawsuit saying the bill creates a 
“chilling effect” on speech protected by 
the First Amendment. 

The case was dismissed, and plain- 
tiffs appealed the decision. Oral argu- 


ments appealing the district judge’s 
dismissal were heard in September and 
the district court will make a decision 
on the appeal in the coming weeks. 

“T’'ve worked with women who have 
been killed,” says Mehreban, a senior 
undergraduate linguistics major at UC 
Berkeley who has been working in the 
sex industry for over six years. She 
references a private Facebook group 
run by sex workers, where members 
often share the news of colleagues 
passing. Though there’s no published 
statistics on increased violence against 
sex workers in the Bay Area, she says 
“the number of deaths people tell each 
other about has skyrocketed.” 

St. James Infirmary, an occupa- 
tional health and safety clinic which 
releases “bad date” reports recording 
violence against sex workers, has wit- 
nessed a similar trend. “We have had 
an increased amount of bad date list 
reports this year and an increase in 
the number of workers on the street 
directly after the passage of FOSTA/ 
SESTA,” says Outreach Manager Celes- 
tina Pearl. 

Sex workers who can afford it have 
turned to advertising on websites 
based outside the U.S., and are still 


Courtesy photo 


able to use conventional background 
checking services to screen clients. 
Dominatrix and sex-worker activist 
Ckiara Rose, who used her stage name 
for this interview, says she’s mainly 
turned to sites like Melbourne-based 
Switter to publicize herself and sup- 
port her family. Mehreban says she 
uses background services like Check- 
Mate that cost a total of about $40 
per month to screen her clients’ legal 
history. 

“They know we basically don’t have 
a choice,” says Rose. “I know of many 
women who have to walk the streets 
because they can’t afford [advertising 
and background services].” 

Even the background checks some 
workers can afford aren't consistently 
useful. Many workers don’t report at- 
tackers to the police because they fear 
being arrested themselves for doing 
sex work. Violent offenders sometimes 
target sex workers for precisely this 
reason. These offenders, though a risk 
to workers, don’t have criminal reports 
on their background checks. 

Before FOSTA/SESTA, many 
American sex workers used free, com- 
munity-led forums which allowed sex 
workers to leave Yelp-like reviews for 


clients, like Redbook and VerifyHim. 
However, most of these sites have 

shut down part of or all of their sites 
for fear of federal prosecution, leaving 
many workers ignorant to their client’s 
often un-reported violent history. 
Many sex workers argue that this 
makes them even more vulnerable to 
violence, including sex trafficking, than 
before. 

“A trafficked person is now less 
likely to connect with people who have 
information,” Mehreban tells SF Week- 
ly. “It’s made it harder for us to help 
ourselves, and it’s made it easier for 
other people to ignore us.” 

Many organizations have rallied to 
address the effects of FOSTA/SESTA 
on sex worker’s health and safety in 
past year. With workers needing to 
find and screen clients in-person, as- 
sault, theft, and arrest have become 
more serious threats, especially for 
low-income workers or those with 
criminal records who can’t afford a 
legal battle. 

Bay Area Workers Support (BAWS), 
created in the weeks after FOSTA/ 
SESTA, provides spaces for workers to 
meet and share their resources, con- 
nects workers with emergency medical 
and psychiatric services, and organizes 
local rallies for sex workers’ safety. 

Sex Worker Integrated Support and 
Health (SWISH) in Oakland collabo- 
rates with BAWS to create a broad, in- 
ternational resource network “by and 
for sex workers” according to their site, 
as opposed to agencies that can further 
criminalize or pathologize the commu- 
nity. Because of SWISH, there are now 
“safer sex distribution boxes,” through- 
out the city of Oakland, with condoms, 
resources, and snacks for workers. 

There is also a push among activists 
to partner with LGBTQ rights, criminal 
justice reform, and anti-racism efforts, 
and to make the fight representitive of 
the diverse sex work community. Ac- 
tivists like Mehreban argue that largely 
white sex worker organizations pres- 
ent a barrier to women of color getting 
involved by not including their input. 
Activist Carol Leigh asks research 
groups, Who is being arrested? Men 
of color? I don’t see any of that inter- 
sectional analysis within the context 
of actually looking at who’s targeted by 
police enforcement.” 


Bay Area Sex Workers Speak Out About 


In reaction to the silencing effect 
FOSTA/SESTA has on their speech, 
many activists are also fighting back 
simply by going public about their 
experiences in the industry through in- 
terviews and social media. “A lot more 
people have come out, and people are 
seeing that their daughters and sons 
and nieces and nephews are in this in- 
dustry, whereas they didn’t know that 
before” says Ckiara Rose. 

Rose adds, “Although there has 
been a big increase in violence against 
sex workers, because we're being 
pushed out onto the streets, there is a 
pro to it: the activism is a lot stronger, 
and we’re coming out of hiding.” 

If the courts rule in favor of ac- 
tivists and declare FOSTA/SESTA 
unconstitutional, sex workers might be 
able to once again use online forums 
to share information, advertise, and 
otherwise engage with the community. 
However, the plaintiffs may be unsuc- 
cessful, and sex workers will be forced 
to continue facing safety risks if they 
want to continue working. General 
Program Counsel for the Woodhull 
Freedom Foundation and First Amend- 
ment lawyer Lawrence Walters warns 
that FOSTA/SESTA isn’t going to be 
the first or last case of law which en- 
dangers sex workers in the U.S. 

“It looks like it’s more of a begin- 
ning in terms of what sex workers are 
going to have to deal with,” he says. 
“You're now seeing bills that focus 
on bank accounts, and other efforts 
to marginalize sex workers and keep 
them out of participating in normal 
processes like getting bank accounts 
and using the internet.” 

However, in anticipation of the 
court’s ruling, he remains hopeful. 
“Sex workers have found their voice 
as a result of FOSTA,” he says. “It may 
ironically result in more people paying 
attention and some changes in policy 
that might not have occurred had FOS- 
TA not become a reality.” 
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Berkeley 
Patients 
Group Is the 
Past, Present, 
and Future of 
Cannabis 


As part of a celebration 
commemorating the 20" anniversary of 
Berkeley Patients Group — the nation’s 
oldest continually operating cannabis 
dispensary — a number of prominent 
political figures shared their good wishes 
during a celebration on Oct. 1. Congress- 
woman Barbara Lee entered the occasion 
into the official Congressional Record, 
while State Senator Nancy Skinner 
awarded BPG a California resolution and 
Berkeley Mayor Jesse Arreguin issued a 
special proclamation. 

“It was, needless to say, an honor,” 
says Etienne Fontan, co-owner of 
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BPG. “It’s humbling because we never 
expected to hit 20 years, honestly. 
We were always anticipating we'd be 
arrested at any moment, so there was 
really no vision for 20 years down the 
line.” 

To be certain, in the years before 
Proposition 64 legalized adult-use can- 
nabis across the state, the prospect of 
being on the radar of politicians or city 
officials wasn't necessarily a welcome 
one for Fontan and BPG. Back in the 
early days, he recalls the necessity of 
“drills” in the event of an unexpected 
visit from police officers or firefighters. 

“That was the reality of what we were 
constantly up against,” he tells SF Weekly. 
“If a fireman or a paramedic saw some- 
thing illegal going on, they had to actually 
notify the police, so we had to practice 
shutting down the business and covering 
up the counters to be ready.” 

It was Oct. 31, 1999 when Berkeley 
Patients Group founders Jim McClelland, 
Don Duncan, and Debby Golds- 
berry were issued a Miscella- 
neous Use permit by the City of 
Berkeley. Between the founding 
of BPG that year and the prec- 
edent established by the Cole 
Memo in 2013, legal protections 
for dispensaries in California 
were few and far between. 

In 2002, Fontan and Duncan 
subsequently founded Americans 
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for Safe Access, a Washington, D.C. or- 
ganization that advocates for improved 
medical access to cannabis for all Amer- 
icans. During his tenure with BPG, Fon- 
tan has also played an instrumental role 
in advocating for testing standards and 
helping with discoveries related to iden- 
tifying the cannabinoids we now know as 
THC and CBD. The former came about as 
a result of Fontan — a military veteran 
who suffers from Gulf War syndrome — 
ingesting tainted cannabis that caused an 
upper respiratory infection. 

“For me, this is my medicine,” he says, 
“so if I got sick from it, that’s a concern. 
I’m also giving this to cancer and AIDS 
patients. That’s when BPG tried to reach 
out and find out where testing was avail- 
able.” 

This was back in 2009. Unable to 
find suitable options, Fontan formed a 
team that devised an extraction meth- 
odology that allowed for the desired el- 
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ements of cannabis to be suspended in 
fluids, thus making it eligible to be ac- 
cepted by laboratories (which legally can- 
not take vegetable matter for testing). 
Creating a solution where none existed 
has been the modus operandi for BPG. 

Though McClelland died in 2001 asa 
result of complications from AIDS, Fon- 
tan says the late founder's vision contin- 
ues to guide every move BPG makes — 
even the ones that have often put their 
operations at risk of legal trouble. 

“We came from the AIDS crisis,” 
Fontan says. “We've never forgotten Jim 
or where we've come from. We've never 
forgotten the human aspect of what we 
do. We don’t know if today is someone’s 
first day or if it’s their last day, so we treat 
them with respect.” 

As a nonprofit built on the concept 
of patients helping patients, the concept 
of giving it forward has thus always been 
integral to BPG’s operations. Despite 

their memories of rehearsing 
to avoid detection, Fontan 
says his organization now wel- 
comes politicians and mem- 
bers of the cannabis industry 
to visit, observe, and use 
BPG’s blueprint as they see fit. 
“We wanted people to take 
our model,” he says. “Har- 
borside took our model. Our 
model has been basically rep- 
licated all over the world.” 
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To commemorate their 20" anni- 
versary, BPG has also announced the 
“$1MM for Good” initiative, which will 
split a total of $1 million across 10 local 
nonprofits over the course of a decade. 
During the festivities on Oct. 1, checks 
for $5,000 were presented to the recip- 
ients, which includes the Berkeley Free 
Clinic and Supernova Women. 

“Tam thankful for the work and tire- 
less advocacy of the Berkeley Patients 
Group,’ Berkeley Mayor Jesse Arreguin 
said in a statement. “Their commitment 
of contributing $1 million to organiza- 
tions that are lifting up our residents 
shows that their roots have always been 
about doing what is best for the commu- 
nity.” 

Created in partnership with the City 
of Berkeley's “10 Year Improvement 
Plan,’ Fontan says that the concept of 
BPG’s newest initiative mirrors every- 
thing the organization has stood for in 
its two-decade history by striving to both 
help people in need while also providing 
a blueprint and encouraging others to 
follow suit. 

“Not everybody can give 1 million 
dollars in a year,” he says, “which is why 
we stretched it out over 10 years. We've 
always been leaders, so we wanted to give 
a model that others could take and run 
with.” 
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Putaleash 
on negligent 
dog owners 


By Christopher B. Dolan 


This week’s question comes from Irina in 
San Francisco, who writes: 


e 
e ‘Chris, I own a small rescue dog 


whois afraid of larger dogs. My son and 
I were walking our dog, on-leash, on the 
sidewalk to a nearby park when sud- 
denly an off-leash Rottweiler came 
around the corner and bounded up to 
my dog. Afraid for my dog, I reached 
down to pick him up. The Rottweiler 
jumped up on me, viciously biting my 
arm just above my elbow and drawing 
blood. Throughout the ordeal, my 
6-year-old son was screaming and cry- 
ing. I was afraid the Rottweiler was go- 
ing to kill me, my son or the dog. 
Finally, the owner of the dog ran up and 
pulled his dog off me, said he was sorry 
and that his dog had never acted this 
way before. I had to go to the hospital, 


where I was treated for the puncture 
wounds. The dog also lacerated a ten- 
don near my elbow, and I may need sur- 
gery. I have developed an infection and 
am now taking antibiotics. I’m told I 
will have a permanent scar from the 
bite marks. My son is in therapy now as 
he shakes and starts breathing rapidly 
when he encounters a large dog. 


The dog owner got nasty when I told 
him his dog should be on a leash. He 
seemed offended and said if my dog 
hadn’t barked, he wouldn’t have bitten. 
I called the police, and he started walk- 
ing away so I took his picture. They ar- 
rived and found him in the park. He is a 
finance guy living in a big house in Noe 
Valley. [always thought people that 
filed lawsuits were just trying to makea 
quick dollar, but now that my son and I 
have been injured by this guy’s careless 
attitude, I can see why people sue guys 
like him. I want to know what my rights 
are. I have medical bills, lost time at 
work, need future plastic surgery and 
my son is in therapy.” 


e 
A e Irina, lam sorry to learn of the 
injuries you and your son suffered. For 
anyone thinking that this is an isolated 
incident, here are some statistics: In 
2016, 31 dog attacks in the U.S. re- 
sulted in human death; 13 victims were 
children and 18 were adults. The Cen- 
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ter for Disease Control reports there 
are more than 4.5 million dog bites an- 
nually sending more than 750,000 peo- 
ple to the hospital. Often, it is not the 
dog that is the problem; it’s the irre- 
sponsible owner who has trained the 
dog to be aggressive or let them run off 


leash. 


In California, the owner of a dog 
that bites someone (with limited 
exception for on-duty police dogs, 
protection dogs, dogs biting burglars, 
etc.) is legally responsible for all 
injuries the dog causes. We call this 
“strict liability.” When the dog bites, 
liability exists against the owner re- 
gardless of the breed or how careful 
the owner was in restraining the dog. 


Irina, you were walking on a pub- 
lic sidewalk and bit by a dog. That 
is sufficient to establish liability for 
the dog owner. You may be entitled 
to obtain damages for your medical 
expenses, past and future, wage loss 
and compensation for shock, anxiety, 
fear, emotional distress and pain. 


Given that the dog lunged in the direc- 
tion of both you and your son, he, too, 
would have a claim for negligence as he 
was put in reasonable fear of injury or 
death. Moreover, a doctrine called 
“negligent infliction of emotional dis- 
tress” (NIED) can create liability for the 


dog owner. 


There are four elements of a NIED 
claim: (1.) The plaintiff is closely re- 
lated to injury victim, (2.) is present 
at the scene of the injury-producing 
event, (3.) was aware at the time that 
the victim was being injured and 
(4.) as a result suffered emotional 
distress. The worse cases of this type, 
which I have seen, are those where 
a parent has witnessed the death of 
their child or vice-versa. A person 
who has suffered NIED has a legal 
claim entirely separate from their 
own personal injury claim. The facts 
that you have provided suggest that 
you and your son may have claims for 
personal injury and NIED. 


After a dog bite, if the owner 
can’t demonstrate a current rabies 
vaccination, the dog may be ordered 
quarantined for observation by the 
owner or a vet. If the dog runs off, 
you may require a series of five shots 
over a 28-day period. If you are bit by 
an unknown or wild animal, get treat- 
ment immediately and in no event 
later than six days. Rabies causes 
serious neurological injury, and once 
symptoms appear, the condition can 
be fatal. 


Irina, the law can put a leash on 
this negligent dog owner and hold 


him responsible for what the dog did 
to you and your son. I recommend 
you speak to a trial lawyer knowl- 
edgeable in the area of animal/dog 
attack law. Most trial lawyers don’t 
charge for a consultation and handle 
your case on a contingency, meaning 
they only get paid if they obtain a 
recovery for you. 


Christopher B. Dolanis owner of 
the Dolan Law Firm, P.C. Email 
questions and topics for future 
articles to help@dolanlawfirm.com. 


We serve clients across the San 
Francisco Bay Area and California 
from our offices in San Francisco, 
Oakland, and Los Angeles. Our 
work is no recovery, no fee or also 
referred to as contingency-based. 
That means we collect no fee unless 
we obtain money for your damages 
and injuries. 
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By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Last week, People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals called San Fran- 
cisco the most vegan-friendly city in 
America. Surely, PETA must have meant 
the Bay Area, because while SoMa’s 
Nick’s on Mission is already tearing up 
vegan Filipino food, the real focal point 
for plant-based food lately is Oakland. 
The successor to pop-up Hella Vegan 
Eats inside Classic Cars West, Gay 4 U is 
now serving a Dreamy Pepito Salad and 
Friendship Toast with cashew-coconut 
cream cheese, while at Eli's Mile High 
Club, S+M Vegan has been killing it every 
Tuesday evening from 5 to 10 p.m. 

A six-year project by chef duo Ma- 
rie Chia and Shane Stanbridge, S+M 
Vegan — a play on their initials, not 
any sex-dungeon extracurriculars — 
grew out of a catering business with an 
emphasis on baking. Their immensely 
popular shaobing sandwich, of which 
there are more than half a dozen varia- 
tions, is built around Hodo tofu that’s 
been frozen then thawed to wring out 
any extra moisture before it’s breaded 
and fried. This, along with the un- 
leavened, layered flatbread it’s served 
between, will constitute the backbone 
of Chia and Stanbridge’s forthcoming 
Lion Dance Cafe, a brick-and-mortar 
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they hope to open next spring or sum- 
mer. 

Granted, there are many breads 
that vegans cannot eat. Naan is obvi- 
ously out, as are brioche and challah. 
But a lot of standard sandwich breads 
— sourdough, ciabatta, most pitas — 
are typically made without butter, egg, 
or animal-derived lecithin. So why go 
to the trouble to bake shaobing? It’s 
because it connects both their heritag- 
es, Chia says. 

“And it’s a format that’s very fa- 
miliar to Chinese culture, particularly 
Northern Chinese culture,” Stanbridge 
tells SF Weekly. “When we were in 
Rome, there was a pizza that was 
[topped with] just sesame seeds that 
we got to try. We were eating it and it 
was like, “This could totally be Chinese 
food.” 

They took the format and “really 
went with it,” he adds, sometimes 
throwing in mainland Chinese-style 
fillings like char-siu seitan with cu- 
cumbers and other times gravitating 
more toward Malaysian Strait street 
food, like a satay sandwich with peanut 
sauce and pineapple slaw. 

“Tm Singaporean, and Singapore 
has a strong bread culture, with Indian 
breads and Chinese breads,” Chia says, 
adding that she’s from a Teochew fami- 
ly so the food she grew up with reflects 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


<> 


. ~ = 
P- = +4 
1. >= 


Photo by Peter Lawrence Kane 


Singapore’s ethnic Chinese communi- 
ty, specifically people from Guangdong 
province, where the food is relatively 
similar to Cantonese cooking. 

But it was less familiar to the 
crowds waiting a long time at Eli’s Mile 
High Club a few weeks ago, where an- 
ecdotal reports were that it was spicy. 
As in, extremely spicy. 

“We definitely challenged people 
with that one,” Stanbridge says. “That’s 
something we're trying to focus on as 
well: not being timid with our flavors, 
and the heat that we bring, because a 
lot of times, vegan food tries to bea 
little too pleasing to everyone.” 

“It’s disappointing to see a place 
that’s Chinese food, but not funky 
enough,” Chia says. “We're trying to 
not compromise.” 

This requires a bit of spontaneity 
for Stanbridge, a baker who started out 
with Jim Lahey’s no-knead recipes. He 
kept adapting the basic ingredients of 
flour, water, yeast, and salt, until he 
got hooked into making Sicilian-style 
pan pizzas and experimenting with 
longer fermentations. Acquiring a 
sourdough starter for Tartine-esque 
loaves, he played around with vegan 
panettones and other fun projects 
(plus he and Chia had a restaurant in 
Los Angeles called Cruciferous before 
relocating to the Bay Area six years 


ago). 

Cranking out eight to 10 loaves per 
day requires “not needing to babysit 
it during service or having to get up 
super-early, because I was there until 
midnight,” Stanbridge says. So, given 
bakers’ hours, he needed something 
that wouldn’t require a 23-hour work- 
day, especially because S+M Vegan may 
add or subtract sandwich ingredients 
at the last minute, based on the day’s 
bread. 

While putting their stamp on things 
at a time when many established vegan 
restaurants are still stuck in a mentali- 
ty of “maximum fusion, lots of sauces, 
and lots of stuff on the plate” (as Chia 
puts it), they’re not going to make ev- 
erything in-house. Hodo tofu is already 
excellent, and there’s no sense going 
nuts producing your own soy sauce. 

“T spent way too much time trying 
to replicate French fried onions the 
other day,” Stanbridge says. “Why not 
just buy it?” 

Other times, adherence to the craft 
wins out. For instance, Stanbridge 
started making Chinese-style buns 
not unlike roujiang, those slider-esque 
sandwiches you fill with meat and slice 
in half. It didn’t go according to plan. 

“T broke my hand one day, and I 
couldn’t make the buns,” he says. “So 
I just made that sesame flatbread, 
shaobing. I'll just make a flat sheet of 
dough I can do one-handed.” 

In other words, S+M Vegan’s sand- 
wich sensation owes itself as much to 
that trip to Italy as to a nearly debili- 
tating injury. Stanbridge still does the 
buns now and again, and he’s working 
on getting the dough to be lighter and 
more brioche-like even though it’s hard 
to achieve an airy crumb without the 
use of butter and eggs. 

“That’s a very versatile dough we 
can turn into morning pastries like a 
cinnamon roll,” he says, comparing it 
to milk bread and mentioning soy-milk 
powder and an off-the-shelf egg replac- 
er as reliable workarounds. “Whenever 
we make something, it’s always going 
to be a work in progress. If we’ve made 
something and really liked it then you 
should come back and try it again be- 
cause hopefully, it’ll be a lot better.” 


S+M Vegan 

Tuesday from 5-10 p.m., at Eli’s Mile 
High Club, 3629 Martin Luther King 
Jr Way, Oakland, elismilehigh.com 


Arizmendi 
Bakery’s 
Bread-Based, 
Worker-Owned 
Movement 


By Grace Li 


If the United States decided its 
presidency based on a popular vote, Don- 
ald Trump wouldn’t be in the White 
House right now. It’s something that Sue 
Lopez, a worker-owner at Arizmendi 
Bakery, thinks about when talking about 
Arizmendi’s cooperative working busi- 
ness model. 

“It’s kind of important to get back 
to the basics of when people’s voices 
count, Lopez says. 

Arizmendi Bakery has been in San 
Francisco since 2000, boasting two 
locations in the city — on 9th Avenue 
in the Inner Sunset and on Valencia 
Street in the Mission — and four more 
in the Bay Area. If you visit the bakery, 
you ll find sourdough croissants, tea 
breads, and some of the best scones 
in city. 

You ll also find a unique business 
model that’s gaining popularity across 
the Bay Area and beyond: Work- 
er-owned cooperatives, which came 
back into modern purview in the 
1960s, are gaining traction for their 
anti-capitalist, compromise-heavy 
structures that promise equity for 
workers over big bosses. Organizations 
like Project Equity, which helps pre- 
vent baby boomer-owned businesses 
from closing following owners’ retire- 
ment by converting them into cooper- 
atives, are leading the charge. “It’s kind 
of a hippie dippie commune thing to 
do,” Lopez says. 

Arizmendi has an association of its 
own that’s been giving rise to more Bay 
Area cooperatives, including construc- 
tion and landscape businesses. But it 
got its start from the Cheeseboard, a 
Berkeley-based cooperative that gave 
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Arizmendi its first recipes, first bucket 
of starter dough, and thousands of dol- 
lars to initially fund the business. Since 
then, the bakery has flourished with 
its long history of worker equity and 
delicious baked goods. 

The way the cooperative works 
can be deceptively simple: At its 9th 
Avenue location, its 21 worker-owners 
meet once a month to make decisions 
as a team. It’s one vote per person. 
Everyone has an equal say in the type 
of oven they might want to buy (gas or 
electric?), in the new products they’re 
rolling out for the holiday line (are the 
pie crusts flaky enough?), and in virtu- 
ally any decision that will impact the 
future of the bakery. 

“Everyone has a say in what goes 
on. There’s no seniority,’ Lopez says. 
“It’s all equal pay at each bakery de- 
pending on the performance of each 
bakery.” 

Even though the cooperative is 
based on equity in pay and in voice, it 
doesn’t mean that everyone will always 
agree. With no one to “pull rank,” con- 
versations between 21 equal owners 
can take a while to resolve. Lopez says 
that they’ve been struggling with de- 
ciding on an oven for over a year. 

But that’s part of the appeal of a 
cooperative. Long conversations can be 
grueling, but many times, they’re bet- 
ter than no conversation at all. 

“There’s this capitalist streak of just 
one person. One person is running 
things. One person is the leader,” Lo- 
pez says. “We’re not socialized to com- 
promise with each other.” 

Moreover, the model has its 
creative perks. At another bakery, 
worker-owners might be subject to 
the whims of a manager’s vision. But 
in the eight years Edhi Rotandi has 
been working at Arizmendi, Rotandi 
has been able to pitch some of his own 
baking experiments as menu addi- 
tions. A self-proclaimed “bread geek,” 
Rotandi brought his sourdough crois- 
sants to one of the board meetings in 
2012. As with any new menu item, his 
croissants went through tasting and 


feedback. 
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“One of the earlier iterations of the 
croissants — one of my colleagues said 
it just tasted like a baguette with but- 
ter,” Rotandi recalls. “It was a little bit 
rough, but my technique at the time 
was less refined. But it was a good in- 
put. And I learned to work on it more, 
and it’s better.” Since then, his pet 
project has evolved into an Arizmendi 
favorite. You can order it plain, or with 
chocolate. 

Before Arizmendi, Rotandi used 
to work as a baker for French pastry 
shops. And even before that, he was 
an electrical engineer. But Arizmendi’s 
unique business model was the right fit 
for him. New ideas are always encour- 
aged at Arizmendi. 

“We are independent,” Rotandi 
says. “We can do whatever we want.” 

Now, Rotandi’s part of a quiet 
movement that’s bringing work- 
er-based cooperatives to the table. 
With fresh breads and flaky pies, 
Arizmendi is leading in its own kind of 
revolution. 


Grace Li covers arts and culture for SF 
Weekly. You can reach her at gli@sfweek- 
ly.com. 


Take a Break 
from Sourdough 
Rounds with 
some Non- 
European Breads 


These tasty breads are all 
freshly baked inthe Bay Area 
and we tracked down the best 
places to get them. 


By Ida Mojadad 


There’s no shortage of acclaimed 
bakeries in the Bay Area ready to deliver 
up baguettes or croissants to meet our 
carb demands. But as far as I’m con- 
cerned, there’s one bread superior to all 
others that can’t be found at places like 
Tartine and Arizmendi’s. 

Sangak is one of just a few types 
of bread that sat in the middle of my 
mom’s kitchen table as my cousins and 
I gorged on noon-e paneer, a staple 
of Iranian breakfasts, with bread and 
cheese as the titular anchor. 

Fortunately, sangak keeps pretty 
well in the freezer and that’s the way 
I’m used to consuming it when I visit 
home. But fresh-baked sangak is its 
truest form and the Bay Area is lucky 
to have immigrant enclaves sizable 
enough to meet demand for “specialty” 
(read: normal to the cultures that regu- 
larly consume them) bread. 

Here’s where in the Bay Area you 
can find some freshly made types of 
bread that break from the Euro-centric 
mold. 


Sangak 

Where San Francisco came up short 
in the hunt for fresh sangak, San Jose 
delivered. 

Honey Bakery in Cambrian Park 
offers a bread menu in simple terms: 
There’s regular sangak, special sangak, 
double special sangak, and super spe- 
cial sangak. Some come simply with 
a sprinkling of sesame, double the 
amount of sesame, an herb blend with 
sesame, or an herb blend with double 


sesame. Even if you came long after 
the special sangak is taken, the regular 
version more than does the job and 
costs just $3.50. 

Yeganeh Bakery & Kafe Unik 
also bakes sangak and serves it with 
sandwiches and breakfast plates in its 
full-service cafe. The bread is distribut- 


ed to a handful of markets in the Bay 
Area, like Super Tehran in Concord and 
Cupertino Specialty Foods. 

Though Berkeley’s Middle East Mar- 
ket doesn’t bake it themselves, they 
have fresh sangak shipped in every 
day and are reachable by BART on San 
Pablo Avenue. 

Sangak, literally translated to “little 
stone,” traditionally comes as a long, 
rectangular or triangular sheet and 
gets its name from the way it was 
historically prepared: by being placed 
on small stones or pebbles in an open 
oven. But Honey Bakery owner Sam 
Del says that would be tough to clear 
with modern-day health codes so he 
finds other ways. 

Another Iranian/Afghani favorite 
is barbari, a thick flatbread made 
with white flour. It can also be found 
at Yeganeh and Honey but a regular 
customer at the latter highly recom- 
mended Santa Clara’s Maiwand Market 
and San Jose’s International Bread. Its 
centuries-old name is far less cute than 
sangak’s — noon-e barbari translates 
to barbarian bread, named after the 
Afghani Hazaras who lived on the Ira- 
nian border. 


Senorita bread 

This bread combines all the right 
things in life: carbs, butter, and sug- 

ar. Senorita bread is also known as 
Spanish bread and is found at Filipino 
family gatherings. They come in oblong 
rolls with a sweet butter filling and 
dusted off with breadcrumbs. 
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Starbread Bakery touts itself as the 
home of the original senorita bread 
and is a Bay Area favorite. You can snag 
the rolls from its locations in Vallejo, 
South San Francisco, Pacifica, San Pab- 
lo, Newark, and Sacramento. 

The Bread Basket Bakery on Mis- 
sion Street in Daly City also offers up 


senorita rolls. Hilda’s Mart & Bake 
Shop doesn’t bake the sweet bread but 
it would be cruel not to mention the 
Excelsior bakery that makes other pop- 
ular Filipino goods like leche flan, maja 
blanca, and lumpia. 


Concha 

While we’re thinking about our sweet 
tooth, it’s time to turn to some pan 
dulce. San Francisco is rich in Mexican 
bakeries, many of which offer conchas. 
The soft, sweet large roll comes with 
markings that make it resemble a sea- 
shell, where its name comes from. It’s 
recognized for its classic white cookie 
dough topping but also comes in pink, 
blue, yellow, and other colors. 

Sadly, La Victoria is no longer an 
option but 24th Street is still home to 
a string of panaderias. La Mejor, which 
offers strawberry and vanilla conchas, 
is less than a block east of the 24th 
Street BART station while La Mexicana 
is toward the end of the corridor off 
York Street. La Reyna Bakery & Coffee 
Shop off Folsom Street has pink, white, 
and chocolate sugar toppings. 


Injera 

Oakland is a good spot to find fresh 
injera. The spongey, sour flatbread is 
often used to eat Ethiopian dishes and 
renders useless any food utensils. It’s 
made of teff, a tiny, grain-like seed rich 
in nutrients and found in Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. 

We were able to find a couple spots 
that bake injera: Ras Deshen Market 
and Cafe Dareye, both on Telegraph 
Avenue. 


Jerusalem Bagel 

It may have bagel in its name but this 
is not a bagel by any means. It does 
have a hole in it and often comes with 
sesames. But it’s stretched out, not 
boiled and fluffier than the bagels 

we re accustomed to. It’s traditionally 
been carted into Jerusalem and dipped 
in za’atar, an irresistible Middle East- 
ern herb blend. 

Frena Bakery and Cafe in the Rich- 
mond District makes Jerusalem bagels 
themselves, informed by the owner’s 
Iraqi-born great grandfather’s recipes 
brought to Israel. San Jose’s Sultan 
Bakery also serves the bagel, though it 
calls it Jerusalem bread. 

Final note: San Francisco is set to 
get its first Arab bakery in February, 
once Reem Assil is done renovating 
the old Mission Pie space. The Bay 
Area’s food darling will be expanding 
from Reem’s, her acclaimed bakery and 
restaurant in Oakland. 


Ida Mojadad is a staff writer at SF 
Weekly. You can reach her at imojadad@ 
sfweekly.com. 
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The Bread 
Controls You 


By Richard Procter 


Making good bread is not easy. 
It involves trying to control a constantly 
shifting set of variables and running on 
the bread’s schedule, not yours. To get 
some perspective on the art, SF Weekly 
spoke to someone who’s responsible for 
making it on a regular basis, but isn’t a 
baker. 

Enter Nick Muncy, who joined 
Michael Mina’s eponymous flagship 
restaurant in January as executive 
pastry chef. Muncy, previously a pastry 
chef at Coi, also runs his own indepen- 
dent magazine, Toothache Magazine. He 
shared his thoughts with us on bread 
and baking. 
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Q: What kind of breads do you make? 
A: Everyday we do some flatbreads. All 
the breads were developed prior to me 
starting. I haven't adjusted or changed 
any of them, they’re pretty great how 
they are. We do a baladi. It’s really soft 
dough. It bakes and souffles in the oven. 
It’s a pita-ish flat bread. We're doing laffa 
as well, it’s thinner. Those are the two 
breads we make in-house for bread ser- 
vice. | also make a tomato focaccia and 
we make gluten-free bread for people. 
Depending on the menu, we'll have regu- 
lar brioche. It’s kinda hard to doa French 
baguette at an Egyptian-influenced 
restaurant. We [also] bring in some 
bread from Firebrand that we also serve, 
that’s our levain. 


Q: What’s the key to making good 
bread? 

A: Bread is an interesting thing because 
it’s a living thing, a living organism. You 
have to time everything perfectly. You 
don’t really control bread, it controls you. 
For example, if a timer goes off and I’m 
in a meeting, I need to leave and start 
shaping the bread or it doesn’t turn out 
right. The most important thing with 
bread is mastering fermentation and 
knowing when things are proofed. You 
bake it 10 minutes early, it does some- 
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thing different. 


Q: What’s the hardest part? 

A: Figuring out when it’s ready. I’ve 
talked to bakers and it seems like a life- 
long pursuit. You're constantly learning. 
It’s pretty difficult with bread for it to be 
the exact same timing-wise. Especially in 
a restaurant, you're making small 
batches of dough. It’s more finicky. It de- 
pends on the temperature of the room, 
how much water is in the mixture, what 
temperature the water is, who’s touching 
the dough, whether they’re overhandling 
it, etc. 


Q: There’s a lot of variables. 

A: Yeah, it’s hard to make a bread recipe 
you ve made a million times in San Fran- 
cisco and you go to New Orleans, it’s not 
gonna work the same. The temperature 
and humidity affects the bread. A lot of 
things have to be done by feel. Pastry is 
measured and exact. In bread there’s a 
lot [done] by feel. 


Q: Do you have a preference? 

A: Asa pastry chef, I prefer everything to 
be measured and exact. With bread mak- 
ing, I’m very exact with all the ingredi- 
ents that go into it. Making those things 
exact takes out a lot of the wiggle room 
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of things being different. It mostly 
comes down to the handling and the 
baking of the bread. 


Q: You run Toothache Magazine, too, 
right? 

A: [Yes, and] I’m actually doing a piece on 
restaurant bread. A lot of people want to 
make bread like Tartine, but you need a 
commercial oven. When you're baking 
out of an oven in the kitchen, it’s not go- 
ing to bake the same. You don’t get the 
rips in the top and that kind of thing. I 
kind of believe Tartine-esque bread ina 
restaurant, it’s not really worth it. You're 
kind of working against everything that 
it takes to do that. A lot of the breads I 
like to do are like enriched breads with 
butter and berries. Things that aren't 
sourdough baguettes. It’s hard to get a 
crust in a restaurant oven. 


Q: What’s your favorite bread to eat 
and what’s your favorite bread to 
bake? 

A: I really enjoy eating parker house rolls. 
They’re a fun, light, fluffy, and delicious 
bread that goes well with butter. I have 
made those in the past, they’re fun 
enough to make. Not sure which are the 
most interesting to make. I like tweaking 
the bread. I lean toward those softer 
breads. My teeth are always hurting. I’m 
working in desserts and really crusty 
breads are not what I’m in the mood for. 
Still, ’'m not gonna say no to aslice of 
Tartine. 


Q: What’s your least favorite bread 
to bake? 

A: It would probably be that big, crusty 
type bread just because I don’t have that 
experience. | didn’t work in bakeries and 
I don’t feel that’s my strongest skill set. I 
know what will work and what’s feasible 
in a restaurant. That big Tartine loaf is 
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just something I can’t make in a restau- 
rant unless I’m making one or two loaves 
in a Dutch oven. I can’t make it fora 
whole restaurant on Saturday night. 


Q: Do you have any advice for anyone 
interested in getting into breadmak- 
ing? 

A: Start with breads that don’t involve 
sourdough. [People] want to make a big 
sourdough loaf and to get that flavor, it’s 
a whole other aspect of difficulty. If 
you re just starting, learning to work 
with dough, handle it, learning how to 
not get it all over the table or yourself, 
those are the first steps. Once you feel 
comfortable and you've made bread 
enough times, then you can try some- 
thing like sourdough. You don’t want to 
run before you can walk. Start with more 
easy, basic breads. Focaccia can be an 
easy bread to make depending on the 
recipe. 


Q: You mentioned earlier that you 
make a tomato focaccia at the 
restaurant. What’s the key to mak- 
ing that? 

A: At the time, Chef Raj [Dixit] had these 
semi-dried tomatoes that came in and he 
made a puree, but they were a little salty. 
We decided they'd be great in the bread 
dough. It makes the dough bright orange 
and gives it a little tang. My cooks are 
consistently making it and it’s coming 
out great. ... That final rising of the 
dough is where it comes down to know- 
ing when it’s good to go. It can vary 
whether it’s a hot day or a cold day, if you 
put it closer to the oven. That’s the key to 
that turning out well. 


Richard Procter is the Editor in Chief 
of SF Weekly. You can reach him at 
rprocter@sfweekly.com. 
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AHISTORY OF OUR NAMING 


Nov. 22, 7-9 p.m., Kearny Street Workshop, 
ARC Studios & Gallery, 1246 Folsom St. $8- 
$20. 

In two powerful collections, Asian American poets 
Michelle Pefialoza and Do Nguyén Mai challenge us 
to confront histories of colonialism, and the ways 
they linger and shape our present days. Perialoza’s 
book, Former Possessions of the Spanish Empire, looks 
at generations of Filipina women, a magic island, 
and reclamation. Mai’s book, Battlefield Blooming, 
looks at complexities central to the Vietnamese 
diaspora experience. Together, the two find the 
intersections of the political and the poetic. Five 
community readers will also be sharing their work 
at the reading. Reserved seats are available for $20. 





PHOEBE ROBINSON 


Nov. 21, 8 p.m., Cobb’s Comedy Club, 915 Columbus Ave. $30-$40. 
Phoebe Robinson has lived a lot of lives — and she’s made people laugh 
through it all. She hosts her own podcast Sooo Many White Guys in 
response to the lack of diversity in comedy; writes about television for 
Glamour; was a consultant for Broad City; has written a New York Times 
bestseller, You Can’t Touch My Hair; and has acted and appeared in an 
abundance of popular shows and movies like Late Night and Ibiza. The New 
York-based comedian is coming to San Francisco’s Cobb’s Comedy Club for 
five nights, and you won't want to miss her genius on stage. 





SATURDAY 11/23 


HOLIDAY SKATING 
WITH THE VELVETEEN 
RABBIT 


Nov. 23, 12-4 p.m., Holiday Ice 
Rink at Embarcadero Center, 
Four Embarcadero Center. $7- 
$12. 

In anticipation of their annual 
production of The Velveteen Rabbit, 
ODC/Dance will be hosting a skate 
night with characters from the 
show itself. You'll get the chance 
to skate and dance with Margery 
Williams’ beloved costumed 
characters, straight from the tale 
of a nursery rabbit who comes to 
life from the love of a small boy 
and a magic fairy. To make things 
even more adorable, there will 
also be “real to everyone” rabbits 
present to play with, courtesy of 
the nonprofit SaveABunny Bay 
Area. If you go to the skate night, 
you ll even get a discount for a 
showing of The Velveteen Rabbit 

at the ODC. Skates can be rented 
for $5. 


SUNDAY 11/24 





FALL HOLIDAY CHOCOLATE SALON 


Nov. 24, 10.a.m.-5 p.m., San Francisco County Fair Building, 1199 
9th Ave. $20. 

Yes, we know, everybody likes chocolate — apparently enough to warrant 
a whole one-day festival dedicated to the sweet. One ticket will get you 
access to all the tastings and presentations at the festival or Fall Holiday 
Chocolate Salon, and there’s a lot to make the entrance worth it. Vendors 
include Amano Artisan Chocolate, Michael’s Chocolates, Kindred Cooks, 
Socola Chocolatier, Goufrais, Cocotutti, Mojo Bakes! SF, and more. 2019 
marks the tenth year of the Fall Chocolate Salon, so don’t miss out on this 
momentous anniversary. 
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Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our complete listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by 
Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernac- 


ular 19th-century memorials and the influence 
of industrialized printmaking on images of 
memory and domesticity. Prints, paintings, 
glass etchings, and embroidery pieces combine 
cemetery grave imagery with monograms. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. 510-849-8935. www.care-gtu.org. 1798 
Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 
Contemporary Jewish Museum. Daria Martin: 
Tonight the World: The CJM presents ‘Daria 
Martin: Tonight the World,’ a new installation 
by Bay Area-born artist and 2018 Jarman 
Award-winner Daria Martin. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thursdays, 11 
a.m.-8 p.m. Continues through Feb. 19. $16, $14 
student/senior w valid ID; 18 &under free. 415- 
655-7800. info@thecjm.org. thecjm.me/2Zwo- 
Dqg. Annabeth Rosen: Fired, Broken, Gathered, 
Heaped: This exhibition is the first major mu- 
seum survey of the work of sculptor Annabeth 
Rosen, a pioneer in the field of contemporary 


ceramics Through Jan. 19, 2020, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
$16 adults, $14 students and seniors with valid 
ID. 18 & under free. 415-655-7800. info@thecjm. 
org. thecjm.me/2ZxNvPu. 736 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Gallery 16. Shaw & Co.: Gallery 16’s upcoming 
exhibition honors the legacy and influence 
of Richard and Martha Shaw, through their 
work and that of their family and friends. The 
renowned artistic family includes Bay Area ce- 
ramic pioneer Richard Shaw and his wife Martha, 
daughter Alice Shaw and son Virgil Shaw. Their 
influence and contributions to the Bay Area's 
art and music scene have been on display for 
over four decades. Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through 
Jan. 17. Free. 415-626-7495. info@galleryl6.com. 
gallery16.com/exhibitions/shaw-co. 501 Third 
St., San Francisco, 415-626-7495, galleryl6.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Jutta Haeckel: Double Nature: 
Hosfelt Gallery will present a solo exhibition of 


SERVING SAN FRANCISCO SINCE 1961 









ALL KCI 


12 © THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2019 


er 
BRAND RIBBON 


40% OFF |@ 











SFWEEKLY.COM 


(EXCLUDES ITEMS ALREADY ON SALE) 
EXPIRES 12/24/19 


FANTASTICO 


YOUR PARTY & HOLIDAY HEADQUARTER 





c oO U 






























































HIM 





 . 
; 


new paintings by Dusseldorf-based artist Jutta 
Haeckel hung alongside antique Japanese stone 
objects. Haeckel’s recent paintings on jute—the 
strong, coarse, natural fiber that burlap is made 
of—utilize a series of unorthodox techniques to 
undermine the physical and conceptual precepts 
of painting. Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Thursdays, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Continues through Nov. 27. Free. 415-495- 
5454. info@hosfeltgallery.com. hosfeltgallery. 
com/exhibition/jutta-haeckel/. 260 Utah, San 
Francisco, 415-495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Minnesota Street Project. Ariane Vielmetter: The 
Rose Garden: Ever Gold [Projects] presents The 
Rose Garden, a solo exhibition by Ariane Vielmet- 
ter. In new paintings, drawings, and sculptures, 
Vielmetter explores representations of the 
female body in relation to fruits and flowers, 
and the ways these visual metaphors relate to 
lived experience. The female body, as a vessel 
for new life, is a natural structure for this kind 
of projection, and Vielmetter is particularly 
interested in the way this kind of imagery 
relates to the experiences of pregnant women. 
Reception: November 9, 5-8 pm. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays, 12-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 7. Free. 
415-254-1573. info@evergoldprojects.com. ev- 
ergoldprojects.com/exhibition/ariane-vielmet- 
ter-the-rose-garden-november-9-december-//. 
1275 Minnesota St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, 
minnesotastreetproject.com. 

Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An exhi- 
bition of corroded photographs from Jim Haynes, 
who has investigated the technique of augment- 
ing silver gelatin prints with rust, copper, and 
various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-midnight. 
Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Gyorgy Kepes: New Bau- 
haus in America: The New Bauhaus, later the 
Institute of Design, remains influential for 
later generations of artists and significant for 
fostering experimental work across disciplines 
with few boundaries. Gyorgy Kepes continuously 
experimented with process and media and 
is recognized as a progenitor of the merging 
of art and technology. Our New Bauhaus in 
America exhibition includes likely the most 
comprehensive and largest gallery exhibit of 
Gydrgy Kepes'’s work in decades, with 48 works, 
plus two collaborations with M. Halberstadt. Also 
included in this exhibition is work from others in 
the New Bauhaus milieu, including mixed media 
works by Laszlo Moholy-Nagy (gouache and 
ink on paper, serigraph on paper, and vintage 
photogram), along with photograms by Arthur 
Siegel, solarized photographs by M. Halberstadt, 
and experimental light and color abstractions by 
Henry Holmes Smith. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through Nov. 30. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-421-0122, kochgallery.com. 

The Walt Disney Family Museum. Mickey Mouse: 
From Walt to the World: A celebration of anima- 
tion's most beloved and recognizable character. 
Guest curated by legendary animator Andreas 
Deja, the exhibition features more than 400 
objects, including rare and never-before-seen 
Original sketches, character model sheets, 
and concept artwork, together with nostalgic 
merchandise, vintage photographs, and a variety 
of Mickey's earliest and most recent animated 
short films. The exhibition is a testament to 
Mickey's transcendent influence, from cartoons 
and comic books to real-life appearances at 
Disney Parks worldwide. Mondays, Wednes- 
days-Sundays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through 
Jan. 6. Visual Development: From the detailed 
background paintings of Sleeping Beauty (1959) 
to the immersive life-size lands of Disneyland, 
Walt Disney found many ways to visually display 
the worlds of his creations. In this class, learn 
about the process of developing an idea from 
concept sketches to completed pieces of art 
as you craft an original world. Research for 
reference and inspiration, refine your ideas 
from multiple thumbnails to a finished concept 
design, and learn art techniques to add believ- 
ability to your final design. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 8. $325 members | $400 
non-members. 415-345-6800. marketing@wd- 
fmuseum.org. www.waltdisney.org/education/ 
classes/visual-development. 104 Montgomery, 
San Francisco, 415-345-6800, waltdisney.org. 


COMEDY 


“Crazy Funny Asians" Comedy Showcase: 
Inspired by the blockbuster movie, see some of 
the Bay Area's top comedians at San Francisco's 
Crazy Funny Asians comedy showcase! Let's 
celebrate the Bay's Asian-American culture and 
heritage with laughs. First 100 people to RSVP 
get free tickets. Donations appreciated Sundays, 
7p.m., Free with RSVP (Otherwise $10), 21+. Neck 
of the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 415- 
387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Attractive Camp: Monthly comedy party featuring 
lots of pretty people with perfect teeth. Fourth 
Sunday of every month, 8 p.m., $10, facebook. 
com/AttractiveCamp. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, bestofsf- 
standup.com. The Variety Preview Room (The 
Hobart Building), 582 Market, San Francisco, 
415-781-3893, varietync.org/screening-room. 

Big Wednesday: Hosted by Jeremy Wheat. Last 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $8. Make-Out 
Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-647- 
2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Bootleg Comedy Show: Free Comedy!! Come enjoy 
some laughs from some of the best comedians 
in the Bay Area. The food is good, the drinks 
are delicious, and the laughs are plenty. Bring 
your friends and shake off the day. Saturdays, 
8-9:30 p.m., Free. Bootleg Bar & Kitchen, 2360 
Van Ness Ave, San Francisco. 

Case of the Mondays: Free Comedy Show in the 
Haight: Bringing you a comedy show on the 
suckiest day of the week, Case of the Mondays 
features SF's top comedians determined to 
de-suck your Monday., They'll distract you from 
the pile of emails you haven't read, the stale 
coffee you drank at 3 pm, and that annoying 
co-worker who always feels compelled to 
say, ‘Happy Monday.”, Each show features a 
hot new line up of comics at one of the best 
comedy spots in the city., Every 4th Monday, 
8:30 pm, 21+ only / No Cover Fourth Monday of 
every month, 8:30-10 p.m., Free, geneva.orta@ 
gmail.com, www.eventbrite.com/e/case-of-the- 
mondays-stand-up-comedy-and-game-night- 
tickets-48430596217. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San 
Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audi- 
ences) a chance to unburden their minds at this 
regular night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

Classy Pants: Long-form improv comedy by Daniel 
Burt and Chrysteena Lairamore. Fourth Wednes- 
day of every month, 9 p.m., $10-820, facebook. 
com/ClassyPants. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy Allstars: Comedy Allstars features an 
array of our favorite professional local come- 
dians, some of whom have appeared on Comedy 
Central and late night talk shows such as Conan 
and The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon. Tue., 
Nov. 26, 8 p.m.; Wed., Nov. 27, 8 p.m., $22. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round com- 
edy tournament featuring eight comedians all 
competing to be chosen as the champion. Unlike 
any other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give 
the power to the audience to choose who they 
want to see continue. Comedians literally live 
and die by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian 
Will Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., 
$10, www.facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. 
The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., 
San Francisco. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up- 
and-coming comedians alongside industry pros. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland. 


com. Spice Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 
510-268-0170, spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Comedy Thursdays: Hosts Tony Sparks and Rudy 
Ortiz Thursdays, 8 p.m., Free. II Pirata, 2007 16th 
St., San Francisco, 415-626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Delirium: Comedy, Tragedy, Whatever: The 
edgiest standup comedy in sf on a monday 
Mondays, 8-10 p.m. Continues through April 
27, $0, 301-452-2355, barakanoel@gmail.com, 
barakanoel.com. Delirium Cocktails, 3139 16th 
St., San Francisco. 

Desi Comedy Night: It's San Francisco's epic 
weekly Desi Comedy Night at a cool downtown 
SF art bar with HellaFunny and Funcheap. See 
a showcase of some of the Bay Area’s top 
comedians of Indian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan, 
Bangladeshi, Afghani, and South Asian descent. 
Let’s celebrate the Bay’s Desi culture and 
heritage with laughs. Saturdays, 8:30 p.m., 
Free with RSVP (Otherwise $10 at door), www. 
eventbrite.com/e/sfs-desi-comedy-night-tick- 
ets-55392014005?aff=sfweekly. Bar Fluxus, 18 
Harlan Place, San Francisco. 

Don't Watch This Show LIVE: Monthly sketch com- 
edy program. Fourth Wednesday of every month, 
8 p.m., $15, dwtslive.com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Downtown Comedy Night: Saturdays, 6-9 p.m., 
$15. Bar Fluxus, 18 Harlan Place, San Francisco. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m.., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Edna in a Bottle- tastes funny: San Francisco's 
darkest sketch comedy show, running for over 
a year and relaunching at its new home - the 
landmark indie venue, PianoFight. Starring a 
rotating cast of local funny people and one 





guest stand-up comic, every month weaves a 
new theme, be it topical or nostalgic, through 
sketch scenes, story-telling, comedy, and 
short films. If Portlandia, SCTV and a late night 
phone sex infomercial had a threesome, the 
baby would be Edna in a Bottle. You never know 
what's going to come out of this bottle! Front 
row Seats get extra attention! Third Thursday 
of every month, 10-11 p.m., $18 Adv. / $20 Door, 
(415) 531-7037, kymberghleah@gmail.com, 
www.facebook.com/pg/EdnasPotatoesMashed/ 
events/?ref=page_internal. PianoFight, 144 
Taylor, San Francisco, pianofight.com. 

Fahim Anwar: Fahim Anwar is a Los Angeles-based 
standup comedian, actor and writer. Formerly an 
aerospace engineer at Boeing, Fahim traded the 
cubicle for the stage and has never looked back. 
His parents however plead with him to look back 
nearly every day. “Is comedy worth throwing 
your life away for?" Fahim says, yes! Fri., Nov. 
22, 1:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sat., Nov. 23, 7:30 & 9:45 
p.m., $28. Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

The Good, The Bad, and The Funny Comedy 
Show: Mondays can be a drag. The Ist and 3rd 
Monday catch a free stand-up comedy show. 
The Good, The Bad, and The Funny Comedy 
Show at Blondie’s Bar is a bi-monthly comedy 
showcase featuring Bay Area comedians that 
have performed at Cobb's Comedy Club, The 
Punchline in S.F. and Sacramento, Tommy T's, 
and The Improve are featured on the show. Every 
show has a fresh new batch of comics. So come 
on down and catch some laughs, enjoy some 
beverages and have fun with us. Every other 
Monday, 8:30-9:30 p.m., Free, 415-864-2419, 
www.blondiesbarsf.com, www.blondiesbarsf. 
com. Blondie’s Bar & No Grill, 540 Valencia, San 
Francisco, www.blondiesbar.com. 

Haight Ashbury Comedy Night: Come out to 
Haight Ashbury Comedy night at Milk Bar located 
in the heart of the historic Haight-Ashbury 
district to see some of SF's best comedic talent. 
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Comedians on the show have been featured on 
NBC, ABC, MTV, Comedy Central, SF Sketchfest, 
Comedy Day and Punchline. Thursdays, $15. Milk 
Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

Happy Hour Comedy Open Mic: Amateur under- 
ground standup comedy. Sign up at 5:30 pm or 
on Bay Area Facebook Comedy Network. Fridays, 
6-8 p.m., $5, 415-550-0511, director@mutinyra- 
dio.fm, www.MutinyRadio.fm. Mutiny Radio, 2781 
2\1st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Harold Night: Join us for a night of long form 
improv comedy featuring house Harold teams 
Local Honey, Paint Dept, and JACKSON with 
occasional appearances by Harold class grad- 
uates or holiday-themed shows. Wednesdays, 
9 p.m., $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

HellaFunny Sundays: Like to laugh and have a good 
time? Then come to “HellaFunny Sundays” to 
see a mix of San Francisco's best comedians! 
Comedians on this showcase have been seen 
on Comedy Central, NBC, ABC, Viceland, MTV 
and many many more. Sundays, 7 p.m., $15. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
415-387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny most 
definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 11th 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Improv Drop-in Class: At Moment Improv we 
believe in creating a community of supportive 
artists. We believe that anyone can improvise, 
because you already do it every day. We believe 
humans have the capacity to be more present, 
more empathetic, closer, have more fun, and 
can live their lives to the fullest when they 
believe in themselves. We believe that people 
can believe in themselves and their choices with 


Berkeley Rep 


confidence and live their lives with greatness 
while positively effecting those around them., 
Join us for this fun 2 hour drop-in improv class 
and walk away happier than when you walked 
in. Wednesdays, 7-9 p.m. Continues through Dec. 
18, $15, 415-697-1361, marcus@momentimprov. 
com/, momentimprov.com/sfweeklydropins. 
Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
un-scripted.com. 

Inside Baseball: Not sure what kind of comedy 
to see? Inside Baseball features all the kinds. 
A different lineup each week for 5 bucks at Stage 
Werx Theatre in SF. Wednesdays, 10-11:30 p.m., 
$5, insidebaseballcomedy.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Komedy Kiki: Hosted by Justin Lucas and Jesus 
U. Bettawork Fourth Monday of every month, 8 
p.m., $5 suggested donation. The Stud, 399 Ninth 
St., San Francisco, 415-863-6623, studsf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510- 
834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

The Mighty Mighty Hangout: SF Comedy Show- 
case: A weekly comedy showcase featuring top 
performers personally selected by Soul! Sausage 
Presents and Frosty Nugs. Brickhouse Cafe 
highlights: A Massive New Bar | 21 Beers on Tap 
| Fresh House Cocktails | Family Raised Wagyu 
Beef. Come early for Happy Hour from 3-7pm! 
Saturdays, 7-10 p.m. Continues through Aug. 1, $5 
Advance / $8 At the Door, soulsausagepresents@ 
gmail.com, themightymightyhangout.com/?fb- 
clid=IwARITRKVNTSn5H9niUUOpIvikrilK2qHm- 
nyEc3yNmgk_HoU6CJhtlxGnngRI. Brickhouse 
Cafe, 426 Brannan, San Francisco, 415-369-0222, 
www.brickhousesf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) 
plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, night- 
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lifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., 
San Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

No, You're Drunk: The Drinking Game Comedy 
Show: With hosts Justin Gomes and Andrew 
Moore. Fourth Friday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $10. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Pamtastic’s 
Comedy Clubhouse is every Friday 8-10pm 
bringing audiences the best of SF and beyond’s 
underground comedy scene live, live streaming 
and podcast post at www.mutinyradio.fm 
Fridays, 8 p.m., $10. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Pete Correale: For Pete’s Sake: Pete Correale 
is a professional stand up comedian originally 
from New York. His comedy is reflective of his 
life and the experiences he’s been through. 
Being married for almost twenty years and 
having a young daughter, Pete's never at a loss 
for material. With a conversational delivery 
and disarming regular New York guy attitude, 
Pete makes you feel like you're listening to 
the funniest guy at a party as opposed to just 
another comedian on a stage; combined with 
top notch writing skills, this has led Pete to the 
top of the stand up profession. Sat., Nov. 23, 7:30 
p.m., $27.50. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 
Sutter, San Francisco, 415-673-6672, marineclub. 
com/theatre.php. 

Phoebe Robinson: Phoebe Robinson is a multi-tal- 
ented stand-up comedian, New York Times 
best-selling writer, and actress. She is best 
known as the co-creator and co-star of the 
hit podcast turned TV show 2 Dope Queens, 
which aired eight hour-long specials on HBO 
in February 2018 & 2019. On her second WNYC 
Studios podcast, the critically-acclaimed talk 
show Sooo Many White Guys, Phoebe interviews 
today’s biggest stars and ground breakers such 
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as Tom Hanks, Issa Rae, Abbi Jacobson, and 
many more. Thu., Nov. 21, 8 p.m.; Fri., Nov. 22, 
7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $30. Cobb's Comedy Club, 
915 Columbus, San Francisco, 415-928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 415-955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

Queerdos: The Set-Up Comedy presents, ‘Queer- 
dos,’ showcasing the best LGBTQIA comics, while 
celebrating diversity and inclusion throughout 
the bay area. Fourth Wednesday of every month, 
8-9:30 p.m., $10, info@setupcomedy.com, set- 
upcomedy.com/. Beer Basement, 222 Hyde, San 
Francisco, 415-742-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Rajeev’s Big Night Out: Comedy ‘n' rock ‘n’ roll 
with host Rajeev Dhar. Fourth Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 
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Scenes & Songs with Flash Mob Musical: Flash 
Mob Musical uses a one word suggestion to 
inspire a montage of scenes and songs made up 
entirely on the spot! No games. No narrative. 
No net. Fridays, 8 p.m., $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

The Setup- Speakeasy Comedy Nights!: Craft 
beer and comedy merge harmoniously in the 
Beer Basement at Ales Unlimited, where The 
Setup draws some of the funniest local and 
nationally touring stand-ups in the business. 
The space is small and cozy but the hops and the 
laughs are big, with performers hailing from such 
comedic institutions as Comedy Bang Bang, San 
Francisco Sketchfest and The Comedy Store. So 
order a drink from Ales Unlimited's world-class 
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selection of microbrews, wines and specialty 
cocktails, then head downstairs for a truly 
underground experience in the heart of the 
Tenderloin. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m., 
10, 415-598-8158, info@setupcomedy.com, 
goo.gl/yTHqGu. Beer Basement, 222 Hyde, San 
Francisco, thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and spontaneous 
comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, end- 
gamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around the 
Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by Yuri 
Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 298 TIth 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Stand Up on the Edge: The Freshest comedy 
show in SF on a monday. Mondays, 8-10 p.m., 
Free, 301-452-2355, barakanoel@gmail.com, 
barakanoel.com. Delirium Cocktails, 3139 16th 
St., San Francisco. 

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music Venue: 
Storking Comedy showcases the funniest up 
and coming Bay Area comedians. The show 
also features hilarious interviews with each 
performer. Live music often follows the comedy 
show at 9:30 pm. All comedy audience members 
receive a discounted cover charge to see the 
bands. Thursdays, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcom- 
edyrsvp@gmail.com, www.storkclubcomedy. 
eventbrite.com. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, 
Oakland, 510-444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

Sunday Funnies: Comedy hosted by Mike Spiegel- 
man Last Sunday of every month, 5 p.m., free, 
dannydechi.com. Kawika’s Ocean Beach Deli, 
734 La Playa, San Francisco, 415-221-2031, 
oceanbeachdeli.com. 

That Don Reed Show: The Marsh Berkeley an- 
nounces the extension of “That Don Reed Show” 
created by acclaimed comedian/playwright, 
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Theatre Bay Area (TBA) 2018, 2017 nominee, 
and 2016 TBA winner Don Reed. Following a 
successful World Premiere run at The Marsh 
Berkeley, “That Don Reed Show” transferred 
to The Marsh San Francisco in September 2019. 
“Saturday Night Live” said Don was “‘too white,” 
while the network executive for ‘In Living Color” 
said he wasn't “black enough.” So Don created 
“That Don Reed Show"’—his own sketch variety 
show-bringing Bay Area audiences an evening 
of irreverent sketches, edgy stand-up, music, 
and moving drama. Sat., Nov. 23, 8:30 p.m.; 
Sat., Nov. 30, 8:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 7, 8:30 p.m.; 
Sun., Dec. 8, 5:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 14, 8:30 p.m.; 
Sun., Dec. 15, 5:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 21, 8:30 p.m.; 
Sun., Dec. 22, 5:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 28, 8:30 p.m.; 
Sun., Dec. 29, 5:30 p.m., $20-$35 sliding scale, 
$55-$100 reserved, 415-282-3055, marsh@the- 
marsh.org, themarsh.org/performers/don_reed/ 
that_don_reed_show/. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 
Allston, Berkeley, themarsh.org. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest work- 
ing comedians: Steve Post, Allison Mick, and 
Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The Taberna- 
cle features a strong, fresh, line-up of local 
heavy-hitters, bigger names you've seen on 
TV, and other out-of-town visitors. Wednesdays, 
7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/tabernaclesf. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

This Week's Show: Fresh standup from the best 
comics in the Bay Area and beyond at San Fran- 
cisco’s top sports bar and nightclub--all for less 
than the price of a movie ticket. Wednesdays, 
8-10 p.m., $10. Fort One Bar & Lounge, 2801 
Leavenworth, San Francisco, 415-671-8081, 
fortisf.com. 

Throwback Thursday: Every Thursday night, 
Chivalry Club gets the scoop on a photo from 
your past and then turns it into a raucous, 
hullaballoo of improvised comedy. Thursdays. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Thunderdome: Improv Comedy Cagematch: 
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Two teams go head to head in some friendly 
competitive improv! Our incredible cast of 
hosts are your guides to this hilarious weekly 
showdown. The champ is decided at show's 
end by you, the audience! Tuesdays, 9-10 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 17, $5, 813-833-7276, 
luisaisbell@gmail.com, www.eventbrite.com/e/ 
thunderdome-tickets-30198634930. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Uncertainty Principle: Uncertainty Principle is 
duos improv. Two people enter. Two people do 
improv. No one dies. Wednesdays, 10 p.m., $5. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Wayback Wednesday: Share a memory (nostalgic, 
silly, awkward), and we'll delve into it together. 
Straddling the line between fantasy and reality, 
Chivalry Club shines a light on the strange and 
exciting parts of our past. Wednesdays, 8-9 p.m., 
$5, wow@endgamesimprov.com, www.facebook. 
com/ChivalryClubSF. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at 
this long-running weekly comedy catharsis. 
Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgames- 
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Book Launch Party for One Dyke's Theater, 
by Terry Baum: Join playwright Terry Baum, 
Lilith Theater's Carolyn Myers, and EXIT Press 
for avery special book launch party for Terry's 
recently published, career-spanning anthology 
One Dyke's Theater (EXIT Press). Although plays 
with gay and lesbian themes have been in cir- 
culation for years, it’s only recently that plays 
by, for, and about the lesbian experience are 
gaining mainstream traction, and it’s trailblazers 


Sony 
PANU datelar4-re| 
DY-¥-1(=16 


SONY 
O7R IV sBopy 


Trade in your old equipment for store credit 


CALL TO VERIFY PRODUCT ELIGIBILITY 


(415) 621-8400 


(415) 621-8400 | 1090 BRYANT STREET 


SATURDAY: 9:30AM - 6PM 


SUNDAY: CLOSED 


PRICES GOOD THROUGH NOVEMBER 27, 2019 EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED. Not responsible for typographical errors. Limited to stock on hand. First come, 
first served. No rainchecks and no holds. Prices subject to change without notice. Colors of some cameras vary by location. Samy’s pays Sales Tax on select 
items. Mail Order, samys.com and all Used, Demo or Refurbished purchases are excluded from the “No Sales Tax” Promotion. 





WITH THIS COUPON 
GET AN EXTRA 


10 % OFF 


YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE 
EXP) Til Sees 


841 GILMAN ST, BERKELEY CA 94710 





| present’, w 





Chelsea Wolfe at Regency Ballroom. Photo by Senny Mau 


COME PAMPER YOURSELF AT 


ARCHIMEDES BANYA 
-_ eee 


Archimedes Banya, where cultures of the world meet to bring you a unique 
| bathing ofenere Archimedes Banya is a remarkable blend of ‘past and 


Nc-Weolnel-aiminerelliolaRem Crk -) 4 elcclaoomm Ua camacliilelMmeraiel 
thermen, Russian banya combine with science and technology to create an 
experience like no other. Detoxing in perfectly heated rooms, plunging into an 
ice-cold pool, enjoying a breathtaking view on a sun-lit deck, conversing over a 


| delicious meal - you can have it all in a quintessentially San Francisco style. 


BANYA PACKAGES 


‘ K fae . pot ae: i ( 
415-206-9000 | 748 INNES AVE. SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94124 


like Terry Baum—an out lesbian and feminist 
theater-maker since the 70s—who've carved out 
the space for these modern-day success stories 
to inhabit. Catch this award-winning playwright 
on the heels of her SF Fringe Festival triumph, 
HICK: a Love Story. Thu., Nov. 21, 8-9:30 p.m., 
Free, 415-673-3847, mail@theexit.org, www. 
facebook.com/events/571984426878514/. Exit 
Theatre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, theexit.org. 

Cory Allen - Now Is the Way: Cory Allen has 
helped thousands of people ease the stress 
of daily life through meditation, mindfulness, 
and mental clarity. By interviewing thought 
leaders and inspirational figures he sustains 
his progressive, positive thinking. Now Is the 
Way walks readers through the basics of living 
in the “wow of now,’ even if they're not the 
meditating type. Cory approaches mindfulness 
as a practical tool people can use to achieve 
greater peace, reduce anxiety and stress, and 
tap into their intuition. Thu., Nov. 21, 6-7:30 p.m., 
Free, 415-927-0960, kbeckman@bookpassage. 
com, www.bookpassage.com/event/cory-allen- 
now-way-san-francisco-ferry-building-store. 
Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, bookpassage.com. 

NaNoWriMo Come Write In: Work on your novel 
at the library along with other NaNoWriMo 
participants. Bring your own laptop or checkout 
one of ours with a library card. Snacks will 
be provided. Sundays, 1-4:30 p.m. Continues 
through Nov. 24, 0.00, (415) 355-2810, sfpl. 
org/index.php?pg=1039186101. Bernal Heights 
Branch Library, 500 Cortland, San Francisco, 
www.sfpl.org. 

Poetry at the 33: Monthly open mic with featured 
poet. Last Tuesday of every month, 7 p.m., 
free. 3300 Club, 3300 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-826-6886, 3300club.com. 

Porchlight Open Door: The storytellers at Porch- 
light host this open mic at which the best 
5-minute story about the monthly theme wins 
$50. Last Monday of every month, 7 p.m., $5, 
porchlightsf.com. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, San 
Francisco, 415-923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 
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Robert Holmes - Pecans: Recipes & History of 
an American Nut: A delicious superfood, the 
pecan is quintessentially American but also an 
international favorite, prized for its buttery 
flavor and abundant fiber, protein, and vitamins. 
Pecans: Recipes & History of an American Nut 
gives the underrated nut its due with sixty 
recipes inspired by global flavors and regional 
traditions, plus sidebars from chefs and writers 
such as Vivian Howard, Virginia Willis, Gerard 
Craft, Nathalie Dupree, Sandra Gutierrez, Lois 
Ellen Frank, Wendell Brock, and Janet Fletcher. 
Photographs by Robert Holmes. Sat., Nov. 23, 
3-4:30 p.m., Free, 415-927-0960, kbeckman@® 
bookpassage.com, www.bookpassage.com/ 
event/robert-holmes-pecans-recipes-histo- 
ry-american-nut-san-francisco-ferry-build- 
ing-store. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 
42, San Francisco, bookpassage.com. 

Tuesdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free. North Beach Branch Library, 850 Columbus 
Ave, San Francisco, 415-355-5626, sfpl.org. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection ex- 
plore the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, 
asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
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415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 


cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 


California Academy of Sciences. Habitat Earth: 


The California Academy of Sciences’ newest 
planetarium show redefines the traditional 
concept of astronomical presentation, turning 
the telescopes around and focusing on the 
greatest wonder of the universe — Earth itself 
— as it invites viewers to discover what it means 
to live in today’s connected world on the only 
planet known to sustain biodiversity and life. 
Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about the wild 
courtship and mating strategies in the animal 
kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses 
to seismic overload in this exhibit that includes a 
walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, 
arecreation of a Victorian salon that shakes like 
two of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and 
more. Daily. Color of Life: The Academy's bright 
new summer show celebrates the chromatic 
diversity of nature with live animals, interactive 
displays, dioramas, videos, and more. Daily. 
Penguin Feeding: Watch as the Academy's 
flightless friends are offered their breakfast 
and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef 
Dive: Scientists dive into the Academy's live 
coral tank and offer live explanations of its 
denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s resi- 
dents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake 
Encounter: Get up close and personal with some 
of the Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. 
Daily, 3:30 p.m. NightLife: Weekly afterhours 
party featuring dance music, drinks, scientific 
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Post Malone at Oracle Arena. Photo by Jermaine Hamilton 


presentations, hands-on activities, and more 
for people who like to pair their intellectual 
curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. 
$10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 
Music Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 

Chinese Historical Society of America. CHINESE 
AMERICAN Exclusion Inclusion:: An interactive 
historical narrative exhibition about the re- 
lationship between the Chinese and the USA 
starting from the maritime trading days to the 
present. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 965 Clay, 
San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the 
Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as “‘an 
outsider artist,” has repurposed 6 tons of steel 
into a 90-foot sheath of globes, light bulbs, old 
tools, and other objects that hang over the 
museum's central lobby. Like the eternal light 
that can be found in every synagogue, Lane's 
gigantic lamp can be seen as a symbol of higher 
connection — both literally and figuratively. Mon- 
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location 
after a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
$12-$15 (in addition to regular museum admis- 
sion). Permanent Exhibits: The family science 
museum's gigantic new complex is split into 
six separate gallery sections that focus on 
human behavior, senses & perception, biology, 
the environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and interac- 
tive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Full-Spectrum Science: Exploratorium scientist 
Ron Hipschman lets you have fun with physics 
via hands-on activities and demonstrations that 
explore physical phenomena like sound, color, 
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temperature, etc. Fourth Thursday of every 
month, 8 p.m.; Fourth Sunday of every month, 
11 a.m., 2 & 3:30 p.m. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 


Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days of 
gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently re- 


stored, this installation recreates the extrava- 
gant French Neoclassical interior of the Hotel 
de la Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England 
and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
legionofhonor.famsf.org. 


The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science Sun- 


days: Learn about oceans and the wildlife within 
during classroom presentations and docent-led 
tours of the MMC. Second and Fourth Sunday of 
every month, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker 
Road, Sausalito, marinemammalcenter.org. 


Randall Museum. Drop-In Science Workshop: Each 


week kids and parents can participate in artistic 
activities that illuminate some aspect of science. 
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: 
Live presentations about the animals who live at 
the museum. Saturdays, ll a.m. Free. Meet the 
Animals: Live presentations about the animals 
who live at the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 


alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 199 Museum, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative 
installations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 


New Work: LANZA Atelier: This exhibition intro- 
duces three new projects by Mexico City-based 
architecture firm LANZA Atelier. It draws upon 
their interests in Mexico City’s architectural 
history and in bringing communications together 
through architectural interventions. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, www. 
sfmoma.org. 


THEATER 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beach- 
blanketbabylon.com. 


Gypsy: Bay Area Musicals is pleased to open our 


fifth anniversary season with GYPSY, considered 
among critics and theater historians to be the 
best American Musical---EVER! GYPSY is loosely 
based on the 1957 memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee, 
the famous striptease artist, and focuses on 
her mother, Rose, whose name has become 
synonymous with “the ultimate show business 
mother.” It follows the dreams and efforts of 
Rose to raise two daughters to perform onstage, 
and casts an affectionate eye on the hardships 
of show business life. The beloved score includes 
“Everything's Coming up Roses”, “Together 
(Wherever We Go)” and more! Saturdays, 8-10:45 
p.m.; Fridays, 7:30-10:15 p.m.; Saturdays, 2-4:45 
p.m.; Sundays, 2-4:45 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 8, $50 - $100, 415-340-2207, box@bamsf. 
org, www.bamsf.org/gypsy. Alcazar Theater, 
650 Geary, San Francisco, www.noehill.com/ 
sf/landmarks/sf195.asp. 


Harry Potter & the Cursed Child: It was always 


difficult being Harry Potter and it isn’t much 
easier now that he is an overworked employee 
of the Ministry of Magic, a husband and father of 
three school-age children. While Harry grapples 
with a past that refuses to stay where it belongs, 
his youngest son Albus must struggle with the 
weight of a family legacy he never wanted. 
As past and present fuse ominously, both 
father and son learn the uncomfortable truth: 
sometimes, darkness comes from unexpected 
places. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m.; First 
Sunday of every month, 6:30 p.m., $200+. 
Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San Francisco, 415- 
551-2000, shnsf.com. 


Living the Shuffle: The Marsh Berkeley presents 


“Living the Shuffle’, a one-man rollercoast- 
er-ride through the ups and downs of show 
business. Renowned actor/director Robert 
Townsend has worked with Hollywood icons 
like Beyoncé, Denzel Washington, Eddie Murphy, 
Morgan Freeman, James Earl Jones, and many 
more. Now, the trailblazing filmmaker gives 
audiences a front row Seat to his career, from 
the dangerous streets of Chicago to performing 
Julius Caesar at a pimp convention in New York 
City, then creating the breakout film that would 
launch his career, “Hollywood Shuffle,” and 
becoming a Black film pioneer. Fridays, 8-9:30 
p.m.; Saturdays, 8:30-10 p.m.; Sundays, 5:30-7 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 1, See Website, 415- 
282-3055, marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh.org/ 
performers/robert_townsend/livingtheshuffle/. 
The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 
themarsh.org. 


Manon Lescaut: Relive the unmatched feeling 


of dawning love in the opera that skyrocketed 
Puccini to success. Don’t miss Nicola Luisot- 
ti’s return to conduct fan favorites Lianna 
Haroutounian and Brian Jagde in this luxurious 
production. Sun., Nov. 24, 7:30 p.m.; Tue., Nov. 
26, 7:30 p.m., $26+. War Memorial Opera House, 


301 Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-864-3330, 
sfwmpac.org. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, perfor- 


mance artists, and others take the stage at this 
regular staging of works in progress. Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 


The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told: In the begin- 


ning, the Stage Manager said ‘Creation of the 
world, go” and, lo, it was good. Then she created 
Adam and Steve. And Jane and Mabel. This hilar- 
ious, touching, and irreverent show follows the 
first two couples through the centuries: from 
the creation of appetizers, to Noah's Ark, to a 
Christmas party in a Manhattan loft. Along the 
way, they meet a slew of fabulous characters, 
including a sexy rhino, a flamboyant Pharaoh, 
a go-go boy and a lesbian paraplegic rabbi. The 
whole time they continue to ask: Can two gay 
couples find God? Fri., Nov. 22, 8 p.m.; Sat., Nov. 
23, 8 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 5, 8 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 6, 8 
p.m.; Sat., Dec. 7, 8 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 12, 8 p.m.; 
Fri., Dec. 13, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 14, 8 p.m., 29.99, 
925-784-5375, outreach@Ictc-sf.org, Ictc-sf.org/ 
show/the-most-fabulous-story-ever-told/. Exit 
Theatre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, theexit.org. 


Pint Sized Plays: Office Holiday Party: Pint Sized 


Plays: Office Holiday Party is made up of short, 
comedic plays set in a bar, and written by Bay 
Area playwrights. Mon, Nov 18; Mon, Nov 25; 
Mon, Dec 2; Tues, Dec 10; Mon, Dec 16; 8pm 
all days Mon., Nov. 25, 8 p.m.; Mon., Dec. 2, 8 
p.m.; Tue., Dec. 10, 8 p.m.; Mon., Dec. 16, 8 p.m., 
Free-$20, suggested donation., 415-816-3691, 
infotron@pianofight.com, www.eventbrite. 
com/e/pianofights-pint-sized-plays-office-holi- 
day-party-tickets-73055818921. PianoFight, 144 
Taylor, San Francisco, pianofight.com. 


Solo Sundays: A monthly showcase of solo per- 


formances. Last Sunday of every month, 7 p.m., 
$12-$25, solosundays.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


Testmatch: It's 2019 and tensions in the locker 


room rise during a world-class match between 
rival women’s cricket players from India and 
England, as secrets spill about relationships, 
influencers, and the integrity of the sport. Then 
in 1800 (or so), Abhi, the Number One Sepoy 
of the East India Co., struggles to force two 
bungling, cheating British administrators—ab- 
sorbed in setting down the rules of cricket—to 
focus on the famine they have created outside 
the compound walls. Through Dec. 8. American 
Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 


The Infinite Wrench: 50 weekends a year, the 


critically-acclaimed San Francisco Neo-Futurists 
present The Infinite Wrench, an attempt to 
perform 30 bite-sized plays in a frantic race 
against the clock, in an order determined by 
you, the audience. Each week, the ensemble 
offers up new plays ranging from the personal, 
to the political, to the profoundly WTF, all truthful 
and inspired by the lived experiences of the 
performers. With The Infinite Wrench, the SF 
Neo-Futurists promise to break the fourth wall 
and maybe your heart but never your wallet 
in this ongoing, ever-changing show the SF 
Chronicle calls “an underground power gen- 
erator.” Every other Friday, Saturday, 9-10:30 
p.m., $9-$19, 415-816-3691, info@sfneofuturists. 
com, www.sfneofuturists.org/. PianoFight, 144 
Taylor, San Francisco, pianofight.com. 


The Jap Box: Through monologue and magic, 


Japanese American magician David Hirata 
will excavate the mysteries and stories of 
magician Namigoro Sumidagawa in “The Jap 
Box,"’ making its debut at The Marsh Berke- 
ley. In 1866, Sumidagawa became the first 
Japanese citizen in over 200 years to receive 
a passport to leave the country. By the time 
Sumidagawa returned home, his prize trick had 
been appropriated by American magicians in 
yellowface and rechristened as the ‘Jap Box.” 
Over acentury later, Hirata unveils illusions and 
surprises from this Japanese American story in 
his latest solo show, “The Jap Box.” Saturdays, 
5 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m. Continues through Dec. 
1,$20-$35 sliding scale; $55 and $100 reserved, 
415-282-3055, marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh. 
org/the_jap_box/david-hirata/. The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, themarsh.org. 
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‘Frozen If’ ts All Spectacle, a Disappointing 
Sequel to the Iconic First 





Despite its sloppy world-building and unconvincing conflicts, Frozen // will probably make box office records. 





By Grace Li 


We saw a Frozen sequel coming be- 
fore the first movie was even released. 
From the second “Let it Go” hit, way be- 
fore it would reach over 600 million 
views on YouTube, we knew the inevita- 
ble would happen: That Disney would 
squeeze as much marketable content out 
of this franchise as humanly possible; 
that for the next decade, our sidewalks 
would be covered in an icy blue glitter ev- 
ery Halloween from legions of Elsa cos- 
tumes; that the lonesome piano intro to 
“Let it Go” would worm its way into ev- 
ery vlogger’s song cover channels, into 
every kid’s birthday party. 

So yes, Frozen II is here. Whether 
or not it’s as good as its predecessor 
(it’s not) doesn’t really matter to its 
legacy. It has all the elements for 


ae 


immortalization: plenty of costume 
changes for Disney to reproduce in 
cheap plastic and tulle; another car 
karaoke-ready solo ballad by Idina 
Menzel (“Into the Unknown”); the 
briefest amount of irrelevant romantic 
tension. It also loosely borrows the 
premise from previous intellectual 
properties like Avatar: The Last 
Airbender and The Fifth Element. 

In Frozen II, the four elements (or 
“spirits,” as they’re called by Disney) 
— water, air, earth, fire — appear to 
be imbalanced and angry. Elsa and 
Anna search for the fifth spirit — a 
being that’s supposed to be the bridge 
between the human world and the 
spirit world. Sound familiar? 

The similarities end there (but to 
be fair, those are a lot of similarities). 
What’s left is a collection of storylines 
that definitely needed another round 


of workshopping. Frozen II feels 

both formulaic and haphazard. Each 
of the four main characters have a 
problem that they need to resolve. 
Elsa struggles to reconcile her royal 
responsibilities with her desire to 
follow a mysterious voice — a voice 
that might be able to explain her magic 
through a life-changing adventure. 
Anna wants to hold onto her newly 
formed family as tightly as possible, 
despite the landscape changing faster 
than she'd like. Kristoff fumbles nearly 
every proposal attempt to Anna. Olaf 
is just generally confused about life, 
and the concept of it (which makes 
sense because he was introduced to it 
rather recently). 

Right from the outset, it’s very 
clear that these characters will find 
their happy endings, because it’s a 
Disney movie, and Disney movies 


Courtesy of Walt Disney Studios 


aren't as keen about leaving their 
characters dead or issues unresolved 
as other production companies find 

it progressively easier to do. That’s 

not necessarily an issue, because kid’s 
movies have, time and time again, used 
unsurprising storylines in interesting 
ways. We all knew Buzz and Woody 
were going to make it back to Andy in 
Toy Story. Everyone knew Nemo would 
eventually be found. 

But Frozen II forgets that good 
storytelling doesn’t come from simple 
problem creation and resolution. These 
storylines end up competing with each 
other rather than complementing each 
other. Sometimes, they misunderstand 
their characters, and play out in 
unconvincing ways. Anna, while 
overshadowed by her big sister, has 
never expressed interest in becoming 
queen. And yet, that ends up being 
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one of the big climactic finishes of the 
movie. Kristoff gets an entire subplot 
dedicated to proposing with a cheesy 
dramatic number. It’s completely 
unnecessary anguish given the 
bigger problems the characters have 
to contend with. Moreover, it’s just 
boring. The imbalanced storylines, 
combined with some inefficient world- 
building, make Frozen IIT more messy 
than intriguing. 

What could’ve been really 
compelling about Frozen II was 
the question of reparations. Are 
we responsible for the mistakes of 
our ancestors, and what should we 
sacrifice in the process? Anna and 
Elsa are presented with a conundrum: 
Break a dam that’s damaging an 
enchanted forest’s way of living (how 
it’s damaging them is never explained) 
and flood Arendelle in the process. But 
arguably the most crucial part of the 
movie is packaged into a few minutes 
of fast-decision making, and Frozen II, 
expectedly, doesn’t follow through on 
the anticipated stakes of that choice: 
Elsa ends up saving Arendelle from 
the flood. It takes away from the truly 
agonizing morality of reparations — 
how making things right isn’t a self- 
serving process. In fact, it’s often quite 
the opposite. 

Frozen II isn’t a bad movie. At 
the very least, Frozen II’s expansive 
world-building means that Disney 
really gets to flex with its visuals. 
Every action sequence is a spectacle 
of color and detail. You only have 
to watch a snippet to get a sense 
of what’s coming. But Frozen II still 
could’ve been much, much better — a 
disappointing prospect given that 
Disney will probably churn out a 
Frozen III, Frozen IV, Frozen V, etc... and 
every sequel always tends to be a little 
bit worse than its predecessor. 


PG. Opens Nov. 22 
in various theaters. 


Grace Li covers arts and culture for 
SF Weekly. You can reach her at gli@ 
sfweekly.com. 


° THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2019 © 17 


The San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus 
Toured the Deep Sout 








By Grace Li 


About 15 minutes into Gay Chorus 
Deep South, members of the San Fran- 
cisco Gay Men’s Chorus are gathered 
around an office phone. The phone emits 
a brief screech before a voicemail marred 
with static plays: “So, you're going to 
bring a fight to the South?” 

What follows next is a slurry of 
homophobia from the voicemail leaver. 
Chris Verdugo, the executive director 
of the chorus, just shakes his head. 


18 © THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2019 


See S\N, 


“There’s no amount of singing that’s 
going to fix that,” Verdugo says. 

This “fight” was actually the 2017 
fall Lavender Pen Tour of the Ameri- 
can South, when 300 members of the 
San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus and 
guests from the Oakland Interfaith 
Gospel Choir drove through Missis- 
sippi, Alabama, Tennessee, South 
Carolina, and North Carolina to sing. 
They made about two dozen appear- 
ances, spoke on a conservative radio 
show, and found other members of the 
LGBTQ+ community, hoping to find 
unity in some places with the worst 
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anti-LGBTQ laws in the country. 

It’s all captured in an upcoming 
documentary directed by David 
Charles Rodrigues, Gay Chorus Deep 
South, which won the Documentary 
Audience Award at the 2019 Tribeca 
Film Festival. 

The documentary isn’t a simple sto- 
ry of spreading joy and peace through 
the power of music. For one, the doc- 
umentary challenges conceptions we 
have about the South. Queer South 
historian Josh Burford calls the south 
“a myth ... a distancing technique.” 

There are many people who want 


,. 


Sim >. 


Courtesy of Gay Chorus Deep South 


this tour to happen, Burford says in 
the film. “Let’s bring attention to the 
needs of the local communities. That’s 
a great idea,” he tells SF Weekly. “But 
then the other side of it is after being 
ignored for long, the idea of a prom- 
inent, national organization doing a 
goodwill tour in the South feels very 
paternalistic and condescending.” 

The situation is a lot more complex 
than anticipated. Moreover, Gay Cho- 
rus Deep South unfolds the limitations 
and strengths of what art can do. Tim 
Seelig, the artistic director of the San 
Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus, knew 





that there was no chance in changing 
the voicemail sender’s mind. (That 
person would actually go on to leave 
several more hate-filled messages, not 
seen on screen.) 

But Seelig isn’t trying to reach peo- 
ple like that. 

“The chorus — in general, not just 
on this tour — have people on one side 
of the spectrum who are totally sup- 
portive, accepting allies. On the other 
side there are people who are never 
going to listen to what we're going to 
say, Seelig says. “But there’s a huge 
pool of people in the middle.” 

Singer Jimmy White’s father fell 
into that pool. White, who carries an 
ongoing battle with cancer during the 
tour, hasn’t talked to his homophobic 
father in half a dozen years. But when 
the tour visits Mississippi, where 
White is from, White’s father is in the 
audience. It’s unclear if they ever fully 
repair their relationship, but for a sin- 
gle concert, White’s father listens to 
his son sing in a gay men’s chorus. 

Changing hearts was one goal of 
the tour. Another was to support other 
LGBTQ people in the South. “We creat- 
ed a safe space in those places that are 
not always safe to be out,” Seelig says. 

It’s not always easy to do. That visi- 
bility in itself is activism, according to 
producer Bud Johnson. It’s something 
that the makers of Gay Chorus Deep 
South are trying to amplify through 
documentation — by “shining a light” 
on organizations like the San Francisco 
Gay Men’s Chorus. 

“I think every one of the chorus 
members has trauma and has stories 
that are hard, whether it be their 
coming out stories, or how they were 
raised,” Johnson says. “But they’re the 
ones who are going out on a stage un- 
der a spotlight and singing their hearts 
out putting themselves in front of 
audiences that can be discriminatory. 
That’s courage.” 


Grace Li covers arts and culture for SF 
Weekly. You can reach her at gli@sfweek- 
ly.com. 


A WINDOW INTO CASEMENT'S 


How Revolutionary 


The Bitter Ex 
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By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Gashead Tavern had a five-year 
run on a nightlife-heavy block of Mission 
Street serving English pub fare while also 
serving as an incubator of sorts for pop-ups 
that got some serious attention, like Nyum 
Bai and FOB Kitchen. Its slightly steam- 
punk name and vibe were an ode to a Brit- 
ish football club, the Bristol Rovers, whose 
fans are known as “gasheads..” (If that refer- 
ence passes you by, you're not alone.) 
“Gashead” could almost be evocative of Vic- 
torian London streetlamps, but the iconog- 
raphy was considerably less inviting, a 
hazmat mask someone might put on to 
clean up a Superfund site, and which never 
matched the inside. 

Now a team of nightlife veterans has 
taken over, and while they're hanging 
onto the Gashead name for a couple 
more months, it’s destined to morph 
from English to Irish. Sometime in Janu- 
ary, Gillian Fitzgerald (Virgil’s Sea Room, 
Finn Town), Sean O’Donovan (Mission 
Bowling Club, Driftwood), and Chris 
Hastings (Lookout, Wes Burger N’ More) 
will unveil Casement’s, an Irish bar that 
will upend the stale state of American 
Irish bars. Named for a gay revolutionary 
and human-rights crusader hanged for 
treason in 1916, Casement’s will be a 
cocktail spot with an approachable, chat- 
ty vibe and no trace of leprechaun urinal 
cakes or other Erin-go-bragh kitsch — 
“subtly Irish,” in O’Donovan’s words. And 
it’s in an address with real character, like 
exposed brick and weathered flooring. 
Good bones, as they say. 

“They did a beautiful job and just 
didn’t get over the finish line,” Fitzgerald 
says of the mostly updated interior, a 
space she’s wanted to get her hands on 
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for years. While working with O’Dono- 
van at Nicky’s, an Irish pub in the Lower 
Haight, they used to fantasize about one 
day opening a place of their own that 
would bring U.S. Irish bars in line with 
the contemporary Irish pub experience. 

“Even from the start, the concept 
was always the same,’ O’Donovan says, 
“a comfortable neighborhood bar and 
place where we'd want to drink at, where 
everyone's welcome.” 

They even had a spreadsheet for pos- 
sible names for this embryonic non-Irish 
Irish bar run by Irish people. 

“It is an Irish bar,” Fitzgerald insists. 
“We're all misfits. We're all still here and in 
love with the city even though sometimes 
it doesn’t love us back. I want people to see 
our personalities come though, and not just 
as an Irish bar. We'll have a picture of Panti 
Bliss, who helped with the referendum [le- 
galizing same-sex marriage in 2015]. We'll 
have Tom Crean, who was a wonderful ex- 
plorer in the Antarctic. And Phill Lynott, the 
lead singer of the greatest rock ’n’ roll band 
that ever was, Thin Lizzy.” 

Many of the changes to the interior are 
inspired by Roger Casement’s story, says 
designer David Marks. 

“He's a martyr and a humanitarian, and 
if you've read any of his story, he did a bunch 
of humanitarian things in the Congo and 
also in Peru, so we're going to have a few lit- 
tle flourishes from those eras mixed in with 
some pseudo-Victorian stuff. But we want it 
to feel like a contemporary space in Califor- 
nia. It’s not going to be going back in time.” 

Fitzgerald is an inveterate mixologist, 
whose cocktail lists are subject to endless re- 
vision and rotation. Her Bitter Ex (originally 
a Valentine’s Day one-off meant to assuage 
the broken and alone) combines fino sherry, 
Campari, honey, and pineapple with Cynar 
and a salted rim, and on the other 364 days 


of the year it might give your tongue just 

a touch of that beguiling acrimony. But in 
order to make that sense of welcome univer- 
sal, they'll have Tecate on tap and no qualms 
about making you a rum-and-Coke. 

Over in Cork and Limerick, a kind of 
guerrilla botany has become popular, and 
Casement’s is keen to follow, via a mez- 
cal-based drink with pea-basil-strawberry 
shrub called Peas for Bees. 

In the kitchen, they'll initially partner 
with Chicano Nuevo, a pop-up that’s ap- 
peared at El Rio and Old Devil Moon, and 
which will ideally find its own forever home. 
Once the transition to Casement’s is made, 
they'll have elevated pub foods like a sea- 
food chowder that only people who already 
know what it is may recognize as Irish, plus 
a wide selection of Revenge Pies. 

It’s a bar built around a traitorous/he- 
roic figure who's still a bit obscure even in 
his native country. But Irish pride comes 
through in another way, too. After the 
2008 financial crisis, which decimated 
Ireland, Irish people abroad remained 
abroad and helped out by buying Irish 
products whenever they could. Coupled 
with the craft-distilling boom, there’s 
been a revolution in Irish whiskeys over 
the last few years, re-examining the old 
traditions and experimenting anew. 

“There were three distilleries 10 years 
ago, and now there’s about 40, and I 
think there'll be 85 or 90 in the next four 
years, Fitzgerald says. “The hope of the 
industry is to surpass Scotch in the next 
10 years.” 

O’Donovan agrees, citing a new crop 
of smokier, peatier whiskeys and differ- 
ent barrels and fermentations to escape 
the “general sweetness” of what people 
are accustomed to. But in Ireland today, 
while waiting for their whiskeys to age, 
people are mad for gin-and-tonics. So 
there’s been a boom there as well, led by 
distilleries like Dingle and Glendalough. 

That means a need for good spices, so 
the owners of a bar named for an Irish 
nationalist executed for securing military 
aid against the British turned to Diaspora 
Co., an Oakland company run by a queer 
woman of color named Sana Javeri Kadri 
whose aim is to take the middleman out 
of the spice trade. 

“She sources things directly from the 
farmer in India and mills everything 
here,’ Fitzgerald says. “We're going to 
be buying cardamom and turmeric and 
some other spices from her and creating 
tonics with her — an anti-colonial colo- 
nial gin and tonic menu.” 


Casement’s 
2351 Mission St., 
casementsbar.com 
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Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 







Dumplings 

Pot Stickers Dumpling ERA 
pmenion Ton 650-737-9899 

Pancakes 
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e Hand pulled noodles, hand made 
dumplings, FRESH EVERYDAY 

* Ask about our dumplings in a bag; 
ready to cook at home! 
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TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415-665-6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415-566-6143 
= www.kingofchinesedumpling.com = 





Examiner 
2018 choice 
lalate e 


eeKke 


354 El Camino Real, San Bruno, CA 94066 



















Dumpling EMPIRE, 


e Dim Sum 
e Appetizers 


e Dumplings 
e Skewers 


There are more 20 kinds of fresh 
handmade dumplings to choose from! 





MING OF NOODLES 
a= Hand Pulled Everyday sum 


1639 Irving St. 415-566-8318 





216 Cypress Ave, South San Francisco, CA 
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HISTORIC FAMILY, DOG FRIENDLY RESTAURANT, SPORTS BAR & LIVE MUSIC VENUE 


2800 BAYSHORE BLVD, BRISBANE | 415.467.2343 | 7MILEHOUSE.COM 
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Broadway Grill 
1400 Broadway, Burlingame 
(650) 343-9333 
bwarill.com 


BERKELEY 


Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 
2377 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 
2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 
3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 
3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 
(415) 346-4900 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’'s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


DOWNTOWN 


Lobster Me 
865 Market Street 


(Inside Westfield Center Food Court) 


(628) 444-3077 
Lobsterme.com 


Escape From New York Pizza 


333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John's Grill 
63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 
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The Original Tommy's Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 
425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 
439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
ggtaproom.com 
Kirimachi Ramen 
3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 
kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 
401i Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


Hog Island Oyster Co 
1 Ferry Building Shop 11, San Francisco 
(415) 391-7117 


hogislandoysters.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 
233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 
Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 

(415) 558-8375 
Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 
Kate's Kitchen 
A471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 
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Cal Mart 
585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 
calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Maybeck's 
3213 Scott St., San Francisco 
(415) 400-8500 
maybecks.com 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(Ais 57-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
Silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 
509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 


Eiji 
317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 
3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 
546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 
1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Francisca's 
3047 Mission St, San Francisco 


(415) 374-5747 
franciscassf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Original U.S. Restaurant 
414 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 398-1300 
originalusrestaurant.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 
1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 
300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 
2765 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Sky Lounge 
76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 





Escape From New York Pizza 


715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 
171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 
goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 
TII-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 
oasisgrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
2|st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 
3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


San Tung 
1031 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 242-0828 
santung.net 


PROUDLY SERVING 
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Cocktails 
and Pho 


By Ryan Basso 


If you’re in the general area of 
Union Square on a Friday and looking to 
ease into the weekend, allow me to rec- 
ommend a trip to Stookey’s Club Mod- 
erne followed by some cheap pho. 

The dark bar inside Stookey’s Club 
looks like it was plucked right from the 
height of Art Deco, with its sleek, red, 
porthole swinging door and the giant 
glowing neon “cocktails” sign. The long 
bar is pocked with swiveling stools, 
hedging in lab-coated bartenders sur- 


rounded by chrome and rows of glass 
bottles. It’s the perfect dichotomy of 
class and grunge, similar to a dive in 
its size and attitude but elevated by 
meticulously crafted cocktails and 
cleanliness. 

After a couple Corpse Revivers, it’s 
time to hit the streets and indulge in 
one of the cheapest bowls of pho in 
San Francisco. 

Right down the block from Club 
Moderne, tucked in an alley, is Le Colo- 
nial, an old French/Vietnamese restau- 
rant with locations in New York City, 
Chicago, and Houston. After decades 
of being revered, the San Francisco 
location has lost a little of its wonder- 
ment, even though the hidden space 
remains intriguing. 

San Francisco Chronicle food critic 
Soleil Ho recently thoughtfully dissect- 
ed the restaurant, fairly noting that 
the restaurant romanticizes a time and 
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place only really romantic for white 
folks. More enlightened and politi- 
cally-conscious generations of diners 
may find the dated concept ill-suited 
for today’s culinary climate, and the 
abundance of authentic, and frankly 
better, Vietnamese food around the 
Bay makes Le Colonial less and less of 
a destination. 

All that said, on Fridays you can get 
a $5 bowl of pho. 

On the corner of Sutter and Taylor 
streets, up a small flight of tile steps, 
is the back door of Le Colonial, which 
doubles as the entrance to 721 Lounge, 
the restaurant’s casual drinking and 
dining area. On Pho Friday, you can 
build your own bowl of hot tasty soup. 
Just approach the bar and drop a crisp 
Lincoln and you're good to go. Don’t 
skimp on a $6 Saigon Export to wash 
it down. 

A soup station is set up 
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3:30-6:00PM 


Meldet-laiecks 


All Beers 
Small Nachos 
eler=s-t-Te fT ETS 
Four Wings 


715 Harrison 
415-896-0700 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 
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like a buffet, with stacks of bowls and 
platters of fresh herbs. The classic O eC Af 
Northern Vietnam-style pho ga is filled 
The Terrace Room with tender shredded chicken and flat 
wide rice noodles. Once the steaming 
* A unique private event venue foundation is set within the bowl, 
- Amazing ocean views all the fixings can be sprinkled in as 


¢ Groups up to 120 


desired. Lime, fresh cilantro, jalapeno, 
scallion, and bean sprouts are sprawled ° ce , 
Mage ies to ae cen A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


Private Events Direct into the air. There is a guilty pleasure 


415-666-4027 that comes with building your own a ee North Beach Restaurant has 
virginia@cliffhouse.com Bow 0) One a eae ber or wnaele 2 g served the finest Cucina Toscana in 
otherwise considered a full service din- ji ies Baul Area fi than 45 
ing restaurant. The soup’s clear broth € bay Ared tor More than “9 years. 
is tasty and clean but sweeter than I ——\p/ fy TOT COS T@LULUC 
prefer, with distant notes of cinnamon | a and the freshest caught wild fish in 


and coriander, but for the most part is 
hearty, soul warming, and absolutely the Bay Area, the restaurant is a 


ideal after a long day of meetings anda : ) in| dining destination with great food, 


- Awesome Ocean views couple cocktails. award-winning wine list, relaxed 


¢ Semi-private groups of 17—49 Around me the lounge starts to fill = = 
P Broue up with the hobnobbing elite, They ; atmosphere and superb service. 
_— ae ee a , 
Large Parties Direct eee ee Serving continuously from 11:30am-11:45pm. 


415-666-4005 


few sips of chicken broth. There is so 


halima@cliffhouse.com much delicious Vietnamese food in this = <9 Private Banquet Rooms 
city, like, so, so much. But there are ~ | (iT) to 135). Valet Parking. 
not many places that you can stroll out — BC pasle 4c Baars: 


of with a belly full of five dollar soup, ; 
a light buzz and the whole weekend San Francisco 
ahead of you. ox (415) 392-1700 


sTolelem fol fah a me) oles VYAVAV Aale)aealelssclelalescieslele-laimaelan 


415-386-3330 Y Wryse Le Colonial, 721 Lounge 


cliffhouse.com <i 721 Sutter St, 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
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Prime Rib Nights 


Every night 
at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 


Uy 
~~ i 


Sines ITT. 





“Breakfast, 


Lunch and 
‘Dinner all day 


Dinner Tues-Sun * Sat-Sun Brunch 
Punch Bar — Wines from our wine store 


Private Holiday Parties 


The Brazen Head 


Bar opens at 4pm e Dinner nightly 5pm-1am 
3166 Buchanan @ Greenwich e Tel: (415) 921-7600 
www.brazenheadsf.com 


| OPEN Z4 HOURS | 


3991-A 17th* 
\VKolsi<=) ma Oxo i (oy 
NYo/am nce] alertyere, 


415-864-9795 


Up to from menu prices. 
26 to 49 guests. Call for details. 


3047 Mission @ Cesar Chavez * 415.374.5747 
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ZERO TO HERO 


Cinderella Story 





By Brett Callwood 


A little over four years ago, Kate 
Jacobi worked in tech and had no experi- 
ence performing or making music at all. 
She had never even sung karaoke, she 
says, because she was too afraid to get up 
in front of people. 

What she did have was a passion for 
punk rock and a co-worker who hap- 
pened to be in a cool band. 

That was Brian Plink, and back in 
2015 he was planning on getting his 
old band, Petaluma’s Tsunami Bomb, 
back together having split 10 years ear- 
lier (they reformed for a one-off ben- 
efit in 2009, but that was it). Original 
singer Emily Whitehurst, aka Agent M, 
wasn’t interested — she was tied up. 
So Plink made a curveball decision and 
turned to Jacobi. 

“He and I were the only two [at 
work] that were into punk rock, so 
wed hang out on lunch and he’d have 
his guitar, I'd sing a little bit just for 
fun,” Jacobi tells SF Weekly. “When this 
all came up, we were at a New Found 
Glory show. He looked at me and said, 
“You think you could do that? Think 
you could perform?’ My response was 
‘Hell no.’ I don’t like people, I don’t 
want to be in front of people.” 

Dom Davi (bass) and Oobliette 
Sparks (keyboard) were skeptical, ac- 


cording to Jacobi. 

“Td never done anything like this,” 
she says. “I was an athlete in high 
school and I’m a rather introverted 
person by nature. Iam a huge fan of 
Tsunami Bomb and have been since 
middle school, so it was worth a shot. 
But I never thought this is what I'd be 
doing.” 

Yeah, this isn’t a Judas Priest or 
Journey situation. Jacobi wasn’t out 
there singing in a Tsunami Bomb 
tribute band. This is a woman who had 
zero musical experience and zero ambi- 
tions of getting any prior to having the 
seed planted by Plink. It’s an astonish- 
ing story. That said, it took about three 
years before she really felt settled in 
the band. First off, Plink himself left 
citing health reasons, and it took a 
while before they found current guitar- 
ist Andy Pohl. 

“So it was actually a new evolution 
and change every year,’ Jacobi says. 
“You may have heard the stories that 
we planned on doing one show, and 
then it was, maybe a couple more. 
That’s what I signed up for — helping 
out my friend Brian and doing this 
thing for one night. Do a Cinderella 
story — bea rock star for a day. When 
we decided that Tsunami Bomb is 
going to be back, it was about who’s 
the right guitarist to be there with us. 
Once Andy was solidified into the band 


Tsunami Bomb 


Photo by Amber Mannon 


and we indoctrinated him — we actu- 
ally gave him a golden ticket inside of 
a Wonka Bar and asked him to join the 
band — that was when I felt like we 
are this twisted little family and we're 
all on the same page.” 

Jacobi’s first gig with the band, in 
fact her first gig with anyone ever, was 
at 1234 Go! Records, a secret gig that 
saw them billed as Tidal Wave Explo- 
sive Device (a title they later used for 
the first song on the new album). The 
following evening, the band was at the 
House of Blues in L.A. opening for the 
Vandals at their Christmas Formal. For 
the singer, it was all a little surreal. 

‘Joe Escalante came right up, gave 
me his nametag and a cookie, and I 
was wondering what the hell I was 
doing there,” she says. “The fans were 
so great and so appreciative that night 
that it started to feel like, I’m with peo- 
ple that get it. This band is special, this 
music is special, and I knew how much 
it would have meant to me to be able 
to see Tsunami Bomb because they had 
broken up before I had the opportunity 
to see them. If it’s gonna mean that 
much to me, it’s gotta mean that much 
to other people and even if I suck, the 
songs will carry it through.” 

Possible but, fortunately, Jacobi 
doesn’t suck at all. Through good luck 
and hard work, she’s found her feet 
and now looks perfectly at home front- 





ing this beloved Bay Area band. The 
proof is in the pudding, and the pud- 
ding is new album The Spine That Binds 
— Jacobi’s debut full-length release. 

“We grilled ourselves and every 
little bit of this record,” she says. “The 
first tracks had started to be recorded 
almost three years ago. For us, ‘Lullaby 
for the End of the World’ was one of 
the earliest tracks. Dom had shown us 
the bass line while we were in line at 
In-N-Out on our first tour. Oobliette 
and I just started singing. That was one 
of the first things that we ever wrote. 
It’s so cool to see all five of us so clear- 
ly represented in the vision that we 
wanted, and worked so hard to get and 
maintain. This is what we wanted it to 
be, so we're really proud.” 

She has every right to be proud; 
the album is heavy and melodic, and 
stands up strong next to the band’s 
back catalog. That said, Jacobi loves 
playing those old songs live. 

“El Diablo’ is a hell of a lot of 
fun,” she says. “The album version 
doesn’t actually have the keys on it. 
The moment | heard it with the keys, 
being able to sing that is really fun 
because you get angry but it has those 
moments of beautiful melody. It’s 
definitely one of my favorites and a 
fun turning point in the show. But it’s 
interesting because the most fun thing 
about our live show is how much peo- 
ple enjoy it. The amount of singalong 
that we get.” 

On Nov. 22, Tsunami Bomb will 
headline the Alternative Tentacles 
40th anniversary bash at the Corner- 
stone in Berkeley, and Jacobi says we 
can expect a little bit of everything. 

“We're not apologizing for being 
back,” she says. “We’re proud of that. 
We're proud of the old stuff too. So 
expect a big range of what people want 
to hear.” 


Tsunami Bomb plays 

with Arnocorps, 

The World/Inferno Friendship 
Society, and Jello Biafra 

at 8 p.m. on Friday, 

Nov. 22 at Cornerstone. 
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Tsunami Bomb’s Kate Jacobi Is No 


BENDERS 


806 S. VAN NESS AVE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA © 21+ w/ID 


NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 2:00PM-2:00AM 


FEATURING: 
PLINY THE ELDER. ALL DAY, EVERYDAY. 


KITCHEN OPEN MON-FRI @ 2PM SAT-SUN @ 4PM 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 21ST 


THROWBACK 
THURSDAY 

THE STEVE MCQUEEN: 

PWote] ime) im Valor slo]mezellicolaul(om Kole (-1y 
fo lato Me Mjalo) mo) im -JUii(-Tim-fo]¥ ioe) a mce)s 
just $9 





Subliminalsf:Presents: 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23RD 


THEDOWN AND DIRTY 
RHYTHM REVUE 


with 
THROWN OUT 201) |) 


Doors 9pm / Show 10pm 

$5 Cover 

aU mola M colli melelatet la M-jalol- me) me 
night of rhythm and blues 


SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24TH 
SERVICE INDUSTRY 

SUT RYN 

(CsJolanyxel nap) 

ae late Moleler Grom inl-malelcom Vola dale] 
Service Industry Workers, we offer you 


PM Toy si (= me) m Re)al- Mey elm-.-\-) aw Wiley | 
of El Jimador for just $8 


MONDAY NOVEMBER 25TH 


FRESH SQUEEZED MONDAY 
(4pm-8pm) 

Every Monday afternoon Cassy 
busts out the fresh fruit to make 
VolUM rol atal fol folanlol-mCT(-\dalelelave te 
vofato Manley ¢-mromii(-y moll mal vita 


ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 
(11pm-2am) 

AV aYM i Colatolo\Mallelnmicclus Mme e)iit 
yrXolasMal(-mco]|Mele(ol M@elllmeldial @ eli ler-t3 
Com alele)e maelelm(-\4-) CH m=) 
oli Cwe litem MolimeicollCelimey-t-1 


TUESDAY NOVEMBER 26TH 
TEQUILA TUESDAY 


LT Me (Mol Re la M (ox- Mere) (e| 
foro lame) m(-Yerei(-Melilem-jitey me) m4 
MITaatolelolm(-Ye [tli fe] 


WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 27TH 
WHISKEY WEDNESDAY 


LY We (-) cM ColU Me lim Cox- More) (om PXey Motel Me), 
fol iaalel(oMelalomeMjiveymelmliaim -1-ce 100] 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 29TH 


STUNT arora 
SCHLOCK KA 


Sign Ups Start at 9pm 

No Cover 

Tale Molto Me Si atom coltcom iin melas 
fo lTaakoX mal iinaliccre te) ale fl efoto) ¢ 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 30TH 
GREG HOY & THE BOYS 


with 
VARY MARY 


Doors 9pm / Show 10pm 
$5 Cover 

1 @7 [=To | -\"{-To Mi colo) @it-\(-oll oh ld 
igelfe lala) oMait-iCefelfortyaa) 
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THUR NOV 21 * 6:30PM-10PM ¢ $5 


TRUEANON LIVE: 


WHO KILLED JEFFREY EPSTEIN 
LIVE INVESTIGATION 
BY THE TRUEANON PODCAST! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM « FREE! 


VERSION EXCURSION 
w/ THE NATURAL SELECTOR 
ROCKSTEADY, EARLY REGGAE, VERSION 


FRI NOV 22 ¢ 6PM-10PM ¢ FREE! 


SOUL FINGER 
PRESENTED BY DJ TONEARM 
MOODY, ORGAN-DRIVEN SOUL, FOLLOWED BY 
RAW & WILD ‘60s R&B, SOUL AND FUNK! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


SOUL! POWERED 
DJ 2SHY-SHY AND DJ MELT W/U 
SPIN A DANCE PARTY HIGHLIGHTING SOME OF THE 


BEST SOUL MUSIC OF THE LAST 50 YEARS! 
FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, GROOVE, HIP-HOP, AFROBEAT, REGGAE 


SAT NOV 23 ¢ 6PM-10PM ¢ $8 


EXTRA CLASSIC & DUB RIOT! 
w/ THEE VEXED ONE & DJ DARTAJAX 
70s DUB REGGAE & BEYOND! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 


DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN NOV 24 ¢ 7PM-10:30PM ¢ $10 


CRUMAR SINGS 
SO HIGH & THE UPPERS 
plus HANDLER BROS 


MON NOV 25 ¢ 7:30PM-11PM ¢ FREE! 
NO COVER * DONATIONS ACCEPTED 


THE MONDAY MAKE-OUT Il 


CUTTING EDGE BAY AREA JAZZ AND IMPROVISED MUSIC 
w/ SWIMMING IN BENGAL 
(WORLD MUSIC/ROCK FROM SACTO), 
FELLOW HOMINIDS 
(FREE JAZZ) 
& JOEL NELSON GROUP 
(FREE IMPROV) 


TUES NOV 26 ¢ 6GPM-9:30PM ¢ FREE! 


ARCHIVE FEVER 


DJ ANDY & GUESTS 
INDIE POP, (86, PUNK, NEW WAVE, POWERPOP, ROCK N ROLL 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM-2AM ¢ FREE! 


SLOW JAMS 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 
DEEP & SWEET 60s SOUL & STUFF 


TUES NOV 26 ¢ 10PM-2AM « FREE! 


INT'L FREAKOUT A-GO-GO! 
DJ SPECIAL LORD B. 
BEN BRACKEN 
plus BOBBY GANUSH! 
60s 70s SOUL-FUNK-DISCO-POP-PSYCH FROM AROUND THE 
WORLD! INTERNATIONAL TUNES THAT TAKE YOU THERE! 
COME HEAR WHAT'S BLOWING OUR MINDS 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
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Club listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to 
space restrictions. To change an existing 
listing or to have a listing added, email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777- 
1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 
550, S.F.,CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. 
Our Concerts section lists major shows 
and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all 
phone numbers are in the 415 area code. 
Listings rotate regularly, as space allows. 
Our complete listings of local clubs — 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre — 
are available online. 


THURSDAY, NOV. 21 


ROCK 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. 
Acoustic Open Mic, 7 p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Bellavista, w/ Fake Your Own Death, Coywolf, 
9 p.m., $10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Terry Riley 
& Gyan Riley - 50th Anniversary of “A Rainbow In 
Curved Air,” w/ Gyan Riley, 9 p.m., $35. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. Zero, w/ Steve Kimock, Greg Anton, 
Pete Sears, Melvin Seals & Special Guests, 7 
p.m., $40. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Live Classic Country, Playin’ Live Classic 
Country Music with Liam McCloskey & Friends, 
third Thursday of every month, 8-10:30 p.m. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Earth Goddess, 8:45 p.m., General Admission: 
USD 20.00, hushcrushband@gmail.com. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘In 
‘n’ Out,” w/ The Selecter DJ Kirk, third Thursday 
of every month, 10 p.m.., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Smoked 
Out Soul, 9 p.m., $5, smokedoutsoulmusic@ 
gmail.com. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Tipsy House, third Thursday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Black Midi, 
w/ Ami Dang, 8 p.m., $14. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Christopher 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, NOV. 21 


Cher & Nile Rogers & Chic: 7:30 p.m., $40+. 
Chase Center, 1 Warriors Way, San Francisco. 
Puma Blue: W/ Chester Watson, 8 p.m., $15. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY, NOV. 22 


Brittany Howard: W/ Georgia Ann Muldrow, 
9 p.m., $49. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco. 

Ghost Light: W/ Andrew St James, 9 p.m., 
$20. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco. 

Manchester Orchestra: W/ Citizen, Teenage 
Wrist, 8 p.m., $27. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco. 

Total Request: A 2000s TRL Dance Party, 
10 p.m., $12. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San 
Francisco. 


SATURDAY, NOV. 23 
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Ford, third Thursday of every month, 4 p.m. 
Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Fortunate Youth, 
w/ Mike Love, Kash'd Out, 7:30 p.m., $25. 
Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sun- 
dance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 
Whitechapel Gin Bar: 600 Polk Street, San Fran- 
cisco. Gin House Blues, w/ Howell Devine, third 
Thursday of every month, 8-11 p.m., Free. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station 
John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez 
& Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Picante,” 
w/ DJ Marco & guest DJs, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class 
of ‘84," w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washington, 
Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Wild 
Thought Thursdays, 10 p.m., $10. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Redisco: Thrift Shop Thursdays,” third Thursday 
of every month, 9 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Supernature 
Thursdays, $5. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. BFF.fm, w/ 
Drew Smith. Rotating BFF:fm DJs spin a variety 
of tunes including indie rock, garage, electronic 
music, and more., 9 p.m., Free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Throwback 
Thursdays,” w/ DJ Jorge Terez, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., 
Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. 1999," w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘‘Next Level 
Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Bubble,” 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. House Love | 
Ath Tuesdays at Wish, House Love Monthly w/ 
STOA + LAUS, Every fourth Thursday, 10 p.m., 
Free, wishsfevents@gmail.com. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Groove 
Theory,” w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10 p.m.., free. 


JAZZ 


Brittany Howard: W/ Georgia Anne Muldrow, 
8 p.m., $40. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 

Cautious Clay: W/ Remi Wolf, Christian Kuria, 
9 p.m., $27.50. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Duke Dumont + MK: 9 p.m., $25. The Midway, 
900 Marin, San Francisco. 

Julia Jacklin: W/ Christian Lee Hutson, 9 p.m., 
$20. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco. 

Little Brother: 9 p.m., $32. August Hall, 420 
Mason St, San Francisco. 

Troyboi: W/ Yultron, Memba, Argenil, 7:30 p.m., 
$45. Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, 
San Francisco. 


SUNDAY, NOV. 24 


Misterwives: W/ Foreign Air, 8 p.m., $30. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

SET: W/ Eelke Klein, Agents of Time (Afterlife) 
SF Debut & Tim Engelhardt (live), 1p.m., $30. 
The Midway, 900 Marin, San Francisco. 

Shoreline Mafia: W/ 1TakeJay, AzChike, 8 
p.m., $35. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco. 


MUSIC \ CONCERT & CLUB LISTINGS AKAN 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Jazz @ 
The Atlas, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 10, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. Live 
Jazz at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 
p.m., Free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. Mason 
Razavi, A guitarist versed in jazz and classical 
disciplines, Razavi performs songs from the 
guitar icon’s 1963 Riverside trio album., 7 & 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


FRIDAY, NOV. 22 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Smells Like Nirvana, w/ Rusty Chains, 8:30 
p.m., $15. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Tasha & 
Madison McFerrin, w/ Lalin St. Juste, 8 p.m., $15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. The 2019 
Arhoolie Awards & Benefit Show, feat. Elvin 
Bishop's Big Fun Trio, 8 p.m., $38. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 
Collins, 8 p.m. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. ‘Take 
a Trip: Old Music for Dance People,” w/ DJ John 
Diaz, 10 p.m., free. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. DJ Kween 
Uneek, 11 p.m. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco. Friday Night 
Blues, weekly blues dance lessons and DJ party, 
8 p.m., $11-$15. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Stoop Kids, 
w/ Karmic & Carter Reeves, 8 p.m., $10 - $12. 
The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San 
Francisco. The Cinematic Orchestra, w/ Photay, 

PBDY, Patrick Watson, 9 p.m., $35. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Fourth Fridays Freestyle Fiesta with MSK.fm, 
fourth Friday of every month. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Bedouin, 9 
p.m., $20. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Elder- 
brook, w/ Pluko, 10 p.m., $15. 

Audio: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Catz N Dogz, 
11 p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“Manimal,” 
9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 


Simple Plan & State Champs: W/ We The 
Kings, Northbound, 6:30 p.m., $36. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


MONDAY, NOV. 25 


Kevin Gates: W/ YK Osiris, Rod Wave, SDoT 
Fresh, 9 p.m., $53. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco. 

Misterwives: W/ Foreign Air, 8 p.m., $30. The 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY, NOV. 26 


ASap Ferg: W/ Bas, MadeinTYO, 8 p.m., $35. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 

Ben Folds with the San Francisco Symphony: 
7:30 p.m., $50. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 
Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Joanna Newsom: 8-11:59 p.m., $60, info@ 
noisepop.com. Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

The Maine presents The Mirror: W/ Special 
Guests, 8 p.m., $25. August Hall, 420 Mason 





The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. | Candy, 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dark 
Shadows,” w/ resident DJs Daniel Skellington & 
Melting Girl, fourth Friday of every month, 9:30 
p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Fran- 
cisco. Latino Fridays, World Class DJ's playing 
the best Latin Hits x Top 40 x Hip Hop, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

The Great Northern: 119 Utah, San Francisco. DJ 
2Nite, w/ DJ Damon, 9 p.m., $5. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. “Flight 
Fridays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. 4th Fridays, 
Hip-Hop, R&B, Rap and House with Sean G and 
Z-Mo, fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., $5-$10. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“| D the ‘90s,” w/ DJs Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, 
& Sonny Phono, fourth Friday of every month, 
9 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Shake Appeal, w/ Djs Ruby White, Abel Oleson, 
Galine MoDemoiselle, fourth Friday of every 
month, 6-10 p.m., Free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Daniele 
Baldelli, w/ Sleazy Mcqueen, 9:30 p.m., $20. 
Oasis: 298 1th St., San Francisco. “iClub Papi!,” 

fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $12-$15. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco. “OMGF,” 
9:30 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Pessimist, 
w/ Doctor Jeep, Farsight, Nonsuit, 9 p.m., $15; 
Lovefingers, w/ Jacques Renault b2b Eug, 10 
p.m., $15. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Hard,” w/ DJ 
Haute Toddy, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” 
Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. Free before 
Tipm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Dave, 
9 p.m., $15. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Loaded,” 
w/ DJs Dugg, C-Pap, Ghost Dad, and guests, 
fourth Friday of every month, 8 p.m., $3. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Dance 
Fridays," weekly salsa & bachata party, 7:30 p.m. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘’Stu- 
dio 3AM,” fourth Friday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. Back & Forth, 
W/ Resident Jayvi Velasco, fourth Friday of 
every month, Free; *Flavasauce, Put a little 
groove into your happy hour every third Friday 
at *Flavasauce!, Every third Friday, 6-10 p.m., 
Free, wishsfevents@gmail.com; “Back & 4th,” 
w/ resident DJ Jayvi Velasco, fourth Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. “’80s 
vs. ‘90s, w/ resident DJ Mr. E, fourth Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. Top 
40 Dance Party, DJ Souljah & guests, spinning 
current & classic hip hop, top 40 hits. No Cover, 
no dress code. 9pm-closing, $3 drink specials/ 
vodka cranberry/lemon drops. Pool Tables & 
Beer Pong, 9 p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Quinoa 
Co-Op, fourth Friday of every month, 7:30 
p.m., free; Smith Dobson V, fourth Friday of 
every month, 8-10 p.m., Free. Jazz @ The Atlas, 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 10, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Chuck 
Peterson Quintet, fourth Friday of every month, 
5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘’Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free. 
Gaucho, Every other Monday, Friday, 8-11 p.m., 
Free, bookings@gauchojazz.com. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. Yuko 
Mabuchi Trio, The Japanese-born, Los Angeles 
based pianist performs re-arranged classics by 
the legendary Miles Davis and original composi- 
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Experimental rock 


BLACK MIDI 
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8 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 21, at Rickshaw Stop. $16; 


rickshawstop.com 


It’s easy to understand why black midi garners so many different 
responses from listeners, as the London band takes notes from 
post-punk, progressive, and math rock, amongst other influences, 
for an abstract sound that uses its sonic volatility as an asset. The 
fast-rising quartet, all of whom met while attending art school, 
immediately seized the attention of London’s music scene with 
their intense and raucous live shows, and released their brooding 
debut single “Bmbmbm” in June 2018. After signing to Rough Trade 
Records the following January, the group would alter their live 
sound for the studio which allowed for expanded instrumentation 
and recording techniques that were impossible to recreate on stage. 
The band released their debut album Schlagenheim in June to wide- 
acclaim, with many praising the group’s talent for composing a 
dense and multifaceted sound that has a strong undercurrent of 
controlled-chaos. There are moments on Schlagenheim where black 
midi sound violent like The Locust and others where they channel 
King Crimson’s rhythmic complexities, yet the group’s revolutionary 
identity remains clear throughout. Tim Casagrande 


tions with her superb trio., 7 & 8:30 p.m., $25. 
Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 
9 p.m., $10. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 
8 p.m., free. 


SATURDAY, NOV. 23 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Moral High Horses, w/ Henry Chadwick, 7-11 
Jesus, Nate Budroe, 8:30 p.m., $12; Moral High 
Horses, w/ Henry Chadwick, 7-11 Jesus, Nate 
Budroe, 8:30 p.m., $12. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Gioli & 
Assia, w/ Femmelectric, 9:30 p.m., $18. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. 
HEAT WAVE!, All vinyl, all 45 soul and oldies 
dance party every 4th Saturday with DJs Miss 
Lonelyheart and Bibi, fourth Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., free. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. Mason Ramsey, w/ Madison Kozak, 
Jenna Paulette, 8 p.m., $18. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco. The Aquabats, w/ PPL MVR, Jacob 





Turnbloom, 8 p.m., $25. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Agent Orange, 
w/ The Avengers, Middle-Aged Queers, goof, 
8 p.m., $20. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Pura, 
Reggaeton, Merengue, Salsa, Bachata, Cumbia, 
Hip Hop, Top 40, $10; “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Audio: 316 1ith St., San Francisco. Vnssa, w/ MAJ 
& FS, 11 p.m. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Bleaux,’’ w/ 
Lindsay Slowhands & DJ Haute Toddy, fourth 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco. “Bootie 
S.F.," 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. “Mango,” 
fourth Saturday of every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Francisco. 
“Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 11 p.m. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. Inside Out 
Mornings Presents: The Patio Party, Resident 
DJs Vedda and Cristoffer Z are joined weekly by 
top DJs, 6 a.m.-noon, $20, insideoutmornings@ 
gmail.com. 

The Great Northern: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Mr. 
Brightside Indie Ball, w/ Aaron Axelsen, Omar, 


Blondie, SubOctave, 9 p.m., $10. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Flex Sat- 
urdays, Enjoy your favorite Hip Hop & Club Hits 
at high volume!, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Sin- 
fulSaturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, host@infu- 
sionlounge-sf.com; “Infusion Saturdays,” 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. Nice, w/ DJ 
Apollo & Fran Boogie, fourth Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $5-$10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Galaxy Radio,” w/ resident DJs Smac, Emils, 
Holly B, and guests, fourth Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Bounce!,” 
9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Blunted Funk,” w/ resident DJs Sneak-E Pete 
& Chilipino, July 25, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 
10 p.m.). 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool 
Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Ellen Allien, 
w/ Max Gardner, 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
“The Cotton Pony Party: A Dance Party for Girls,” 
fourth Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $10. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Stanton 
Warriors, 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Saturgay,” w/ 
DJ Stanley Frank, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free before 
10pm, $3 after. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Club Raven 
- Throwbacks & More, Video DJ Mark Andrus 
spinning throwback music videos & more!, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 


HIP-HOP 


Bill Graham Civic Auditorium: 99 Grove, San 
Francisco. TroyBoi, 7:30-11 p.m. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Cameo 
Fridays, Hip-hop from the 80's, 90's, and today’s 
Top 40, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 


The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. 
80's and 90's Throwback Party, w/ DJs and 
MCs, 9 p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. Jazz @ The Atlas, Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 8-10 p.m., Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 10, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Kami- 
kaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco. Caffe 
Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Damir, 
8 p.m. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Work- 
man, fourth Saturday of every month, 4 p.m. 
SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 
Rebecca Holtz & Dan Neville, Rebecca Holtz 
is an east coast transplant currently based in 
Oakland. A jazz and a cappella vocalist, Rebecca 
is a talented songwriter and producer, as well as 
performer. Since she has been based in the Bay, 
Rebecca has performed with the SFJAZZ Monday 
Night Band and organized a rotating line-up of 
smaller jazz combos throughout the Bay Area. 
Rebecca's debut jazz EP, Take Me There, is a 
collection of original tunes, standards, and big 
band brass. Take Me There is available on all 
streaming platforms. Dan Neville is a multi-in- 
strumentalist, composer, jazz performer, and 
jazz big band arranger., 7 & 8:30 p.m., $10-20. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego," 8 p.m. 


SUNDAY, NOV. 24 
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Chelsea Wolfe at Regency Ballroom. Photo by Senny Mau 
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ROCK 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. The 
Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues 
Power, 4 p.m.; The Door Slammers, fourth Sunday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Cherry Popping 
Daddies, 8 p.m., $30. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sun- 
dance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top,” 
9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. ‘Kick It!: 
‘80s at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Daytime 


SN VELVET 


Realness, Heklina, Stanley Frank & DJ Carnita 
present an afternoon of drag, dancing and 
disorder, Every third Sunday, 2 p.m., $10. 

EI Valenciano: 1153 Valencia, San Francisco. Cuba 
Descarga Salsa Dance Party, Every Sunday live 
music, Sundays, 6-11 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 27, $10, cultucuba@gmail.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ 
DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy Sun- 
days, Day and night club party, Sundays, 3-9 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” 
Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” 10 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. WERD, 
House - Techno - Disco every Sunday, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘‘Cognitive 


3 


It 0 


Dissonance,” fourth Sunday of every month, 
6:30 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco. “Select 
Sundays," w/ DJs Landol & Natural, 10 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Brazil & Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

Brenda's French Soul Food: 652 Polk, San Fran- 
cisco. Gaucho, Sundays, 5-8 p.m., Free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Tradi- 
tional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 
8 p.m. 

El Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Salsa Sundays, 
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UK Rap/Grime 


DAVE 


Photo byJames McCauley 


9 p.m., Friday, Nov. 22, at Rickshaw Stop. $15; rickshawstop. 


com 


As a teenager, rapper Dave took London’s grime scene by storm, 
standing out amongst other emcees with his razor-sharp delivery 
and unapologetically conscious lyricism. With adversity and triumph 
already overcome in his career, the South London-rapper released 
his exceptional debut album Psychodrama in March, a gargantuan 
commercial and critical success which The Guardian named “the 
boldest and best British rap album in a generation.” Dave initially 
garnered attention in the UK with his 2016 EP Six Paths, later 
receiving international attention after Drake released his remix of 


) (<9 


Dave's 


Wanna Know.” Dave would dive deeper into political and 


social lyricism with his fiery 2017 EP Game Over, where the rapper 
dissects British racism and Brexit in a collected manner that makes 
his lyricism even more potent. Described as a concept album with a 
three-act structure, Dave released his debut album Psychodrama in 
March to universal praise, with many highlighting Dave's ability to 
lyrically confront serious topics with keen insight and a steady flow. 
The number one UK-charting Psychodrama would win this year’s 
Mercury Prize, cementing Dave as an international superstar in the 


making. Tim Casagrande 


second and fourth Sunday of every month, 3 
p.m., $8-$10. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., 
free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Seisiun, 9 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny 

Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. The Flamenco Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


MONDAY, NOV. 25 


ROCK 





Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Earl 
Brothers, fourth Monday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free; Bluegrass Mondays with the Bow Ties, 9 
p.m., Free (tips suggested). 

Johnny Foley’s Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco. Damir, 10 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter 
Lindman, 4 p.m.; The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Opulence,” 
9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco. “Death 
Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe 
Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

The Great Northern: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Silky 
Thunder, w/ Prehistoric Reptiles, Luis Tovar, The 
Craig Show, RO6UE, 9 p.m., $10. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
‘'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),"’ w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Oasis: 298 1th St., San Francisco. ‘Beat It!: An 
‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Sky- 
larking,” w/ I&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 
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Psychedelic rock 


MOON DUO 


9 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 23, at New Parish (Oakland) $18; 
thenewparish.com 

With the primal nature of proto-punk like Suicide and the 
experimental spirit of krautrock as primary influences for their 
brand of laid-back psychedelia, Moon Duo manage to reignite the 
imaginations of listeners with each consecutive album, with their 
most recent effort Stars Are the Light shining as the duo’s finest to 
date. The duo, composed of Ripley Johnson and Sanae Yamada, 
began their project in San Francisco but have since relocated to 
Portland, cementing their spacey yet groove-laden sound with 
acclaimed releases like 2012’s Circles and 2015’s Shadow of the Sun. 
After exploring the dynamics between the lightness and darkness in 
their sound with their ambitious double album Occult Architecture 
Vol. 1 & 2, the duo would go in a more upbeat direction with their 
next album, using "70s funk and disco as inspirations. Released in 
September, Stars Are the Light is a beat-driven daydream similar 

to Primal Scream’s 1991 masterpiece Screamadelica that hears the 
duo weave through spaced-out synths and smooth guitar-licks for a 





breezy yet impressionable listen. Tim Casagrande 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Pick 
Bluegrass Jam, fourth Monday of every month, 
6 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Tradi- 
tional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 
8 p.m. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free. 
Gaucho, Every other Monday, Friday, 8-11 p.m., 
Free, bookings@gauchojazz.com. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open 
Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz 
Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan 
Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Steve Nelson Trio Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


TUESDAY, NOV. 26 


ROCK 


Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. Ximena Sarifiana, w/ Mylko, 8 p.m., 
$25. 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco. The Stan Erhart Band, 10 p.m. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, first and 
second Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m.; 
fourth and Last Tuesday of every month, 9:30 
p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos 
Duo, 4 p.m. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Myles Cooper, drag 
performances, more, 10 p.m., $5. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Cock Shot,” 
9 p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Underground 
Nomads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, 
and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. “Startup 
Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” 
w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Soundpieces, 
10 p.m., $10; Sepia, w/ Torbjorn, 10 p.m., $5. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Music 





DJ SHADOW 


MASS APPEAL 
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DJ Shadow’s new album includes 
j ne is here to satisfy—and satisfy he does. 
11 genre-bending instrumental tracks, Lacy’s astral cool vocals are splashed 


va by ial by ae _ Sulleveaiie against a bevy of tugging instrumentals... 
9 a fabulous clinic in mood.” ~ DJ Booth 


Nas, Dave East, Run The Jewels, LP: $20.98 
Thanks for 


30 and more. LP: $26.98 

CD 

the Dance SELL US 

An unexpected harvest of new Cohen VOUR yt) 


CDS, VINYL, DVDS, BLU-RAYS, 
MUSIC BOOKS, & VIDEO GAMES! 


Highest Prices Paid! 

We Buy Large Collections. 
Will Pick-up! 

(Call for details) 


COLUMBIA 


LEONARD COHEN 


sketches and vocals recorded during the 
You Want It Darker sessions, produced by 
his son Adam Cohen. Out 11/22 LP:$29.98 


AMOEBA 
HASH 
ANE! 


Check out Amoeba’s 
curated merchandise section, 
featuring ahuge selection of 
Turntables, Posters, 
Music Books, T-Shirts, \ 
Enamel Pins, Mugs, Toys & 
Collectibles, & Much More! 


2455 TELEGRAPH AVE. - BERKELEY ° (510) 549-1125 
1855 HAIGHT ST. * SAN FRANCISCO - (415) 831-1200 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: LPS, CDS, MOVIES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! PARKING IS EASY! 
KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. (WE VALIDATE) & SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY (1ST HOUR FREE!) 


FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 
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Therapy,” w/ DJ Clave, 9 p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. “BoomSwing 
Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Shelter,” 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. House Love | 
4th Tuesdays at Wish., w/ Stoa + Laus:, fourth 
Tuesday of every month, 10 p.m., Free, info@ 
wishsf.com; Old Friends, New Friends, fourth 
Tuesday of every month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, 
info@wishsf.com. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Phat Tuesday,” 
w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Smith 
Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco. “Echale Mas Salsa,” 8 p.m., free ($10 
with salsa lessons). 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Seisidin, 9 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Live Jazz, 
Live jazz music and drink specials., 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 


West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m.; The Pleasure 
Palace, fourth Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m. 
Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. ‘Tuesday 


Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 


ROCK 


Uptown Nightclub: 1928 Telegraph, Oakland. Two 
Piece Tuesdays, A weekly event featuring live 
music, delicious cocktails and Taropy with Miss 
Ginger., Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., Free. 


WEDNESDAY, NOV. 27 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, 
From gypsy jazz to indie rock, this red-lit Mis- 
sion music club hosts live bands with a focus 
on the best local musical talent., Every other 
Wednesday, 8:30-10:30 p.m., Free, bookings@ 
gauchojazz.com. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Bay 
City Blues, w/ Chris Cain, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Rock and Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, This 
Classic blues & funk jam session is a popular 
mid-week event featuring great local blues 
players. No cover ever!, 8 p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free, 
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Info@theluckyhorseshoe.com. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Big 
Bones & Chris Siebert, Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Paul Van 
Dyk, w/ Taj, 10 p.m., $15. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. Pan Dulce 
Wednesdays, w/ Club Papi, 9 p.m., free. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Baobab!,” timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 
10 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Bondage-A- 
Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Unti 77, 9:30 p.m., $7-S10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “EPR,” 
18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘““Housepitality,” 
9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Industry 
Night, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Juicy,” 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Smoked 
Out Soul,” fourth Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m., $20; Max Kane, w/ Maitre D, 9 p.m., $5. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Wayback 
Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Russ Liquid, w/ 


Marvel Years, 8 p.m., $18. 
Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. “EQ Wednes- 
days,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco. 
“West Coast Wednesdays,” w/ DJs LazyBoy & 
Mr. Murdock, Last Wednesday of every month, 
10 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, 
Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 
7p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Latin 
Lounge,"’ Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Patrick 
Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco. ““Bachatalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10. 
Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. David 
Byrd and Byrds of a Feather, Wednesdays, 7-10 

p.m., Free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“International Freak Out A Go Go,” w/ resident 
DJs Ben Bracken, Bobby Ganush, Mark Gergis, 
and Special Lord B, Last Wednesday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free. 


Swae Lee at Oracle Arena. Photo by Jermaine Hamilton 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Toast Inspectors, Last Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
29th Street Swingtet, fourth Wednesday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Zach Brough 
& Friends, 4 p.m. 

Savanna Jazz: 2937 Mission St., San Francisco. Abe 
Imansia Jazz Group, Wednesdays, 7:30-1:30 p.m. 

Scopo Divino: 2800 California Street, San Fran- 
cisco. Steve Nelson Trio, Wednesdays, 7-10 p.m., 
free, tim@scopodivino.com. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 


6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 





THAT PROFESSOR 


Don't Fuck Your 
Students 


by Dan Savage 


I'ma fortysomething gay male professor at a small 
college. I try hard not to get attracted to students, and 
usually succeed. But it’s tough to resist temptation when 
youre surrounded by hot, smart, fun, horny young guys 
in a rural area with not many other options. Over the 
past several years, I've ended up having sex with several 
students. None of them were students I was currently 
teaching or likely to teach, and two had graduated. Im not 
actually violating college policy, which only bans faculty 
from getting involved with students they're currently 
teaching. I haven't ever done anything on campus or made 
the first move—and when one of them starts trying to 
hit on me, I've usually mustered the willpower to ignore 
him. On rare occasions when I've ended up letting my 
cock do the thinking, I’ve treated my younger partners 
with kindness and respect and observed your campsite 
rule. All of these younger guys solemnly swore to keep 
our extracurricular activities secret, but still, word might 
leak out, and I don’t want to become known on campus as 
one of “those” professors. Most important, I don’t want 
my queer male students—many of whom look to me for 
mentorship—to think Im grooming them for sex after I'm 
no longer teaching them, and I don’t want my female and 
straight male students to feel like second-class citizens. On 
the other hand, I’m a sex-positive person who believes that 
happy, consensual banging has its own intrinsic value. I 
tend to be attracted to younger guys, and I think part of 
the attraction is that they're less jaded about sex and more 
excited. Fucking them feels less transactional than the 
typical hi-bang-jizz-wipe-bye Grindr hookup that seems 
to be the norm with gay guys in their 30s and older. 'm 
struggling with how I should feel about these off-campus 
romps. We're all adults, and we're not breaking any rules. 
Obviously the behavior is professionally risky for me, 
probably foolhardy. But is it immoral? Above all, what 
should I do when future opportunities present themselves? 

Professor Horn-Dog 


Can we please not describe one adult subtly and 
perhaps unintentionally telegraphing their attraction 
to another adult as “grooming”? That term refers to 
adult sexual predators insinuating themselves into 
the lives of minors, slowly gaining their trust and 
the trust of their family members, so they can abuse 
them sexually. It means something very specific, PHD, 
and we shouldn't confuse or cheapen its meaning 
by applying it to your behavior—which, while not 
criminal or immoral, is incredibly stupid. 

Yes, these relationships are permissible, in the sense 
that the school where you teach permits them. They aren't 
against the rules, those young men were all consenting 
adults, and you're honoring the campsite rule (leave 
them in better shape than you found them). But this is 
an advice column, PHD, and you're not asking me what’s 
permissible, but what's advisable. And what you're doing 
is crazy inadvisable for all the reasons you cite: the risk 
of promising and hot gay male students misinterpreting 
your interest in them as sexual, your straight students 
feeling like they may not be getting the full benefit of 
your attention, and your mediocre and not hot gay male 
students—sorry, your mediocre and not conventionally 


attractive gay male students— interpreting their failing 
grades as sexual rejection. 

I, too, am a sex-positive person who believes in happy, 
consensual banging, and I don’t think what you're doing 
is immoral. But it is incredibly reckless at this particular 
moment on any American college campus. Power and 
consent are minefields that students, professors, and 
administrators are tiptoeing through, PHD, but you're 
humping your way across them. Becoming known on 
campus as one of “those” professors—because you are one 
of those professors—could wind up being the least of your 
problems. What if your college revises its rules while you're 
balls-deep in a student? What if you have a falling-out with 
a student you banged and he files a complaint? What if 
you want to move to a different school that has different 
rules and your reputation proceeds and disqualifies you? 

Finally, PHD, it’s fine to be attracted to younger guys. 
But if all your experiences with guys in their 30s have 
been dispiriting and transactional, well, it sounds like you 
were the common denominator in a lot of meh sexual 
encounters. Speaking from experience, I can say that 
plenty of guys over 30 are excited about sex and good at 
it. If every guy over 30 that you've been with has been 
underwhelming, well, it's possible they were picking up 
on your lack of enthusiasm/attraction and reflecting that 
back at you. 


I'ma 33-year-old woman in a nine-year LTR with another 
woman. Our relationship hasn't been great in the intimacy 
department for a long time. We've talked it to death, with no 
real significant change. I started talking to a woman online 
a few states over who is married and in a similar situation 
with her husband. Things are great between us, but neither 
of us envisions a future where we would leave our partner. My 
partner is chronically ill and I support her financially, and my 
online GF and her husband have young children. Im wondering 
if you know anything about sustainability in a relationship with 
someone online. I'll admit that sometimes it's torture to not be 
able to be with her in real life. But then there's the question of 
our significant others. Is it okay to keep this secret if things are 
good otherwise? 

Making It Last Forever 


Your significant others aren't questions, MILE they're 
people—and you don't intend to leave your person, and your 
online girlfriend doesn't intend to leave hers. So if you want 
to spare your chronically ill partner the anxiety of worrying 
you might leave her for this other person, then you'll keep the 
online GF a secret. But you need to ask yourself—and your 
online GF needs to ask herself—if this online relationship/ 
emotional affair is making you a better, more contented, and 
more emotionally available partner to your IRL partner. If it’s 
making you a better partner to the person youre actually/ 
technically/physically with, then great. But if it's a distraction 
that’s causing you to neglect or resent your IRL partner, MILE 
then youll have to endit. If it’s harming your IRL relationship 
and you don't endit, then you're engaging in shitty, dishonest, 
slo-mo sabotage. 

As for the sustainability of online relationships, there are 
people out there who ve maintained online connections— 
intense friendships, romantic and/or sexual relationships— 
for as long as people have been able to get online. Sometimes 
online relationships run their course and come to an end, just 
like offline relationships and sometimes the online platforms 
they began on. (There are people out there who are still 
involved with people they met on Friendster and Myspace.) 
But offline or on, MILE there are always challenges and never 


guarantees. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Best therapeutic — 


260 KEARNY ST.SF 
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940 BUSH STREET 


415-567-8825 
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The Best Massage in town! © 
Pretty Masseusses 


Swedish Massage 
$50/Hour 

Deep Tissue Massage 
$60 /Hour ($40/30 Min) 
Full Body Scrub 

$35 


- 
New Oasis Day Spa 


2501 Clement S 
San Francisco CA 94121 
415-668-6299 
www.newoasisdayspa.com 
7 days a week 10 am-9 pm 
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Best Asian 
Massage in| 
Oakland! 


Beautiful Young Staff \ 


Ma Health Spa 
(510) 419-3909 
Open 9-10:30 7 days 


324 10th Street #309 
Oakland, CA 





DailyAllOAMAIGRM 
266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 





VIP Massage 
Full Body Massage 


~—\. Versatile Latina 


Escort Service . 
Fresh & Clean Location 
36’yo, 5”7, 38DD, 
8” functional s{ovolO)N10)] M@vallat=t\-Me 0] ole lal=1\- moan Co) (-10 ame lals 


oakland, lake merrit 


415-658-7886 
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FREE TRIAL \ 
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Public Notices 





FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0388388-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Blueceiling Prop Shop, 
2210 Keith St, SF, CA 94124, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Blueceiling Inc (CA), 241 
Monterey Blvd., SF, CA 94131 


| 





Public Notices 





The business is conducted by: 
Corporation 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
10/24/19. 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A_ registrant who 
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Public Notices 





declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Jaimi Holker, Owner 


a 
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Blueceiling Inc 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County 
Clerk on October 24, 2019. 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
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in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
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Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
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Professions Code). 

11/14, 11/21, 11/28, 12/5/19 
CNS-3311553# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 
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EMPLOYMENT 








San Francisco Media Co., is 
looking for motivated, ener- 
getic and outgoing individu- 
als to join our Street 
Team/Promotions — program. 
This is a part-time, paid, en- 
try level position 


As a_ Street Team/Promo 
Representative, you will 
learn from other members 
who will act as San Francis- 
co Examiner, SF Weekly 
and other brand ambassa- 
dors at on-site promotions. 
On-site tasks you will learn 
include: assisting with 
events, set-up/tear-down of 
equipment, distributing pro- 
motional material, product 
sampling, interface with cli- 
ents, readers and the gener- 
al public. Duties within the 
Promotions Department will 
include, but are not limited 
to, assisting with event prep- 
aration (packing event mate- 
rials and loading car), and 
other general office duties 
as needed. 


The ideal candidate will be a 
team player who possesses 
excellent social skills, com- 
munications — skills, and is 
outgoing, responsible, and 
capable of multitasking. 


Street Team/Promo mem- 
bers must demonstrate a 
positive attitude, be reliable, 
cheerful and cooperative at 
all times in order to maintain 
a productive work environ- 
ment. 


Great media and marketing 
experience! 


Other requirements: 

- Must be 21 or older 

- Must maintain a_ flexible 
schedule and be available; 
on-call as needed week- 
days/evenings/weekends 

- Maintain a professional ap- 
pearance 


To apply, please email your 
resume with a cover letter: 


coordinators @ 
sfmediaco.com 





Administrative Assistant 
Wanted: FT or PT position 
open at a busy print shop in 
San Francisco. Duties _ in- 
clude data input, filing, print- 
ing job tickets and all other 
office tasks that are needed. 
Hours are flexible for the 
right candidate. Some com- 
puter skills helpful, but can 
be trained. Please email re- 
sume to 


davidc @sfmediaco.com 





Creative/Design: 

PicsArt, Inc. seeks Motion 
Graphics Designer in San 
Francisco, CA; mail resume 
to Attn: E. Maddick, 1 Mar- 
ket St. Flr. 32, San Francis- 
co, CA 94105, quoting job 
#MGD19. 





Engineering: 
Plantronics, Inc. d/b/a Poly 
seeks Technical Product 


Manager in San Jose, CA, 
travel req. 15%; mail resume 
to Attn: John Lam, 345 Enci- 
nal St, Santa Cruz, CA 
95060, quoting job #TPM20. 





Senior Software Develop- 
ment Engineer sought by 
Near Inc, in San Francisco, 
CA. 2 years exp. plus Mas- 
ters in Computer Science, 
Applied Mathematics, Com- 
puter Information Systems 
or a related field. Send re- 
sume to: Alexander Skida- 
nov, CEO, 404 Bryant 
Street, San Francisco, CA 
94107. 


HERNANDEZ ROOFING 
New & Re-roof, repairs. 
Free Estimate 
Lic # 860945 
CALL 415-640-7536 











HEALTHCARE 


ROOFING INC. 


COMMERICAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL 
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
SKYLIGHTS 


Best Price ¢ Best Work 
Best Service 
Sr. Disc e Free Est Lic#937035 


650-589-2775 
650-343-6671 


DOMINGUEZ 
ROOFING 


Residential 
Commercial 
New Roofing 

Re-Roofing 


FREE ESTIMATE 
415-583-0528 
Lic/Bond #844128 
DECKS & STAIRS 


ALTERATION/ 
FENCES/STAIRS 


DECKS 
HOUSEHOLD REPAIR 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 
415.7170000 











A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO CHARITY! FAST FREE 
PICKUP-24 HR RE- 
SPONSE! Help Children in 
Need, Support Breast Can- 
cer Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduction 
866-642-3022 





INTRODUCTION 
SERVICES 











** FREE Partyline 24/7** 
“Free 10n1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953- 
1001. or WebPHONE on 
LiveMatch.com 


LEGAL SERVICES 


Denied Social Security 
Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help! Win 
or Pay Nothing! Strong, re- 
cent work history needed. 
888-623-5530 = [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503] 








SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 


benefits? We Can_ Help! 
Strong, recent work history 
needed. Call to start your 
application or appeal today! 
866-650-1821 [Steppacher 
Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503] 





COMPUTER INTERNET 
SERVICES 











COMPUTER ISSUES? 
FREE DIAGNOSIS by 
GEEKS ON SITE! Virus Re- 
moval, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, 
In-home repair/On-line solu- 
tions . $20 OFF ANY SER- 
VICE! 866-654-1557 


MARK LIU 
CONSTRUCTION CO 


General Building Contractor 
Kitchen ¢ Bath * Additions 
Decks ¢ Stairs * Siding 
Plastering » Painting 
Plumbing ¢ Electrical & More 


18 Years Experience 
Reliable 
Affordable 
English & Chinese 
Free Estimates 


419, 130-1018 


Lic #801780 Insured/Bonded 


Remodel & Repair 
Kitchen, Bath, Painting 
Stucco, Siding, 
Windows 
Seismic, Foundation 
Lic #582766 
Bonded, Insured 
Call Mike 415-279-1266 


HANDYMAN 


Specialist in Home Re- 
pairs (Plumbing, Elec, 
Roof, Dry Wall, Firs, 








Tile, etc.) No Lic. 
Manny 415-850-9326 








CHEAP HAUL Clean Up, 
arage, yard, dem, lite mv 
Lic # 29572 650-583-6700 


HAULING 24/7 Remove 
carpet, appliances, sofas, 


concrete. Large Truck. 
BILL 415-441-1054 





INDEPENDENT 


HAULERS 


$40 & UP HAUL 
Since 1988 
Lic/Insured 
Free Estimates 
A+ BBB Rating 


(650) 341-7482 


PAINTING 








¢ Wallpaper Installation 
and Removal 
¢ Int./Ext. Painting 
¢ Free Estimate 
¢ Senior Discount 


Lic.#526818 


415.269.0446 
650-738-9295 


www. sospainting.com 





HEALTHCARE 
PRODUCTS 











Attention: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a 
Portable Oxygen Concentra- 
tor! No more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guaranteed Low- 
est Prices! Call the Oxygen 


Concentrator Store: 855- 
757-3454 
SFWEEKLY.COM 


Attention Viagra users: Ge- 
neric 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + 
S/H. Guaranteed, no pre- 
scription necessary. Call 
844-374-3260 





MASSAGE THERAPY 











WY SWEET & PETITE 
Call Debbie at 
650-630-3815 
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TICKETS & RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE 


FIGHT REPLAY AT MIDNIGHT RESERVATIONS AV. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


GOLDCLUBSF.COM 3 CONDORSF.COM 
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